
Project Description

The main body of the proposal should be a clear statement of the work to be
undertaken and should include: objectives for the period of the proposed work and
expected significance; relation to longer-term goals of the PI’s project; and relation to the
present state of knowledge in the field, to work in progress by the PI under other support
and to work in progress elsewhere.  The statement should outline the general plan of
work, including the broad design of activities to be undertaken, an adequate description
of experimental methods and procedures and, if appropriate, plans for preservation,
documentation, and sharing of data, samples, physical collections and other related
research products.

The statement should also indicate any broader impacts of the proposed activity,
addressing the following: indicate how the project will integrate research and education
by advancing discovery and understanding while at the same time promoting teaching,
training, and learning; discuss any ways in which the proposed activity will broaden the
participation of underrepresented groups; if relevant, discuss how the project will
enhance the infrastructure for research and/or education, such as facilities,
instrumentation, networks, and partnerships; indicate how the results of the project will
be disseminated broadly to enhance scientific and technological understanding; and,
identify potential benefits of the proposed activity to society at large.

Any substantial collaboration with individuals not included in the budget should
be described and documented with a letter from each collaborator, which should be
provided as supplementary documentation and included in Proposal Section I.

Brevity will assist reviewers and Foundation staff in dealing effectively with
proposals. Therefore, the Project Description (including Results from Prior NSF Support,
which is limited to five pages) may not exceed 15-pages. Visual materials, including
charts, graphs, maps, photographs and other pictorial presentations are included in the 15-
page limitation. Conformance to the 15-page limitation will be strictly enforced and may
not be exceeded unless a deviation has been specifically authorized. (Section II.A
contains information on deviations.)


