
MUSEUM ASSESSMENTS 

This past summer Daniel Frederick, a registered archi-
tect from Milan, Ohio and Laurie Booth, a profes-
sional conservator based in Chagrin Falls, Ohio con-
ducted conservation assessments of the house and col-
lections.  Their two day, on-site visits were largely 
funded through a Conservation Assessment Program 
grant (CAP) awarded to McGuffey Museum by Heri-
tage Preservation of the Institute for Museum and Li-
brary Services.  The purpose of the assessments is to 
help guide Museum staff and the university in caring 
for the building and the collections.  Copies of both 
reports will be available for reading at the Museum. 
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Beverly Bach, retired curator of McGuffey Museum, 
has received an Effective Educator award from     
Miami Universityôs Alumni Association. In nominat-
ing Mrs. Bach, Miami graduate Ryan Siney, formerly 
a student worker at McGuf-
fey Museum and now a 
practicing attorney, wrote 
of Mrs. Bach, ñThe 
McGuffey Museum was 
her classroom, and she 
used it to educate not only 
students, but also hun-
dreds, if not thousands of 
museum patronséThere is 
hardly a day that passes 
that I donôt use or reflect 
on the historical knowl-
edge Mrs. Bach imparted 
to me during my time at 
the McGuffey Museum.ò                           
Congratulations, Beverly!  
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Exploring the Miami heritage through education, research and public programs. 

NEW HISTORIC SITES BROCHURE 

 

Historic Sites of Butler County, Ohio is a new brochure 
recently released by the Butler County History     
Collaborative.  The tri-fold brochure features brief 
descriptions, contact information and locations of 
25 museums, historic sites, and research librar-
ies/archives across Butler county.  McGuffey Mu-
seum is a member of the Collaborative and helped 
fund publication of the brochure.  Copies are avail-
able at McGuffey Museum or upon request.   

An important part of 
McGuffey Museumôs 
mission is to educate 
the public about the 
contributions of Mi-
ami University and 
interpret the decora-
tive arts of southwest-
ern Ohio. To help 
fulfill this goal 
McGuffey Museum 
has acquired from 

the University a small landscape painted and signed by 
Edwin Fulwider (1913-2003).  Professor of Art at Mi-
ami from 1940-1942 and from 1958-1973, Fulwider is 
perhaps best known for his Sesquicentennial mural, 
currently stored in Miami Archives, that hung for 
many years on the rear wall of the Heritage Room in 
the Shriver Center.  The newly acquired landscape 
appears to be an early example of Fulwiderôs work. 
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Wayne Fullerôs One-Room Schools of the Midwest: An  
Illustrated History (Lawrence: Univ. Press of Kansas, 
1994) is an authoritative look at this iconic building 
type and its influence on American education.  Hand-
somely illustrated, Fuller examines the impact of 
school texts, including Rayôs Arithmetic and the McGuf-
fey Readers. ñFrom the lessons in their Readers,ò Fuller 
writes, ñstudents learned of the dangers of waste, the 
rewards of honesty, and the virtues of punctuality, re-
inforced by a reminder on the blackboard or the 
schoolroom wall.ò 

ONE - ROOM SCHOOLS 

TOURS 

Hepburn Family                   
Parlor Chair 
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McGuffey Museum has been a popular visitor destina-
tion, attracting 1,040 guests for guided tours from 
June 1 through October 31.  Over the past five 
months the Museum welcomed a wide range of 
groups, including Miamiôs Office of Residence Life, 
Classified Staff, Miami University Resident Advisors 
staff, President Hodge and his office staff, guests from 
LiaoNing Normal University in China visiting Miamiôs 
Confucius Institute, the Ohio River Valley Chapter of 
the Victorian Society in America, and Curriculum  
Librarians from Ohio and Michigan.   

Joan Teckman has given 
the Museum an impor-
tant collection of McGuf-
fey-related print materials, 
including a copy of the 
MU Bulletin (July 1928).  
The entire Bulletin is de-
voted to an article on Wil-
liam Holmes McGuffey 
written by Dean Harvey 
Minnich.  Sharon Peter-
son donated a collection 
of 27 textbooks, including 
two Readers published in 
1866. The Museum has 

received from Jack and Joanne Seith of Westerville, 
Ohio, a copy of Benjamin Franklin Crawfordôs Wil-
liam Holmes McGuffey: The Schoolmaster to Our Nation 
(Delaware, OH: Carnegie Church Press, 1963).  Pat-
rick McGrady has donated a rare copy of The Second 
German Reader, published in Cincinnati in 1854. In 
response to an evening group tour this past summer 
the Franklin County Historical Society [Indiana] gave 
a financial donation to the Museum.  Through a gen-
erous donation from Harriet and Ted Schmitt, a pair 
of Empire style brass andirons, possibly manufactured 
in Philadelphia, PA ca. 1850, has been installed in 
the parlor fireplace. Barbara Hepburn Gausmann 
MU ó71 has given the Museum a late 19th century par-
lor chair that was likely owned by her grandparents, 
Charles McGuffey Hepburn and Julia Benedict Hep-
burn. Charles Hepburn was William Holmes McGuf-
feyôs grandson and the elder child of A. D. and Henri-
etta Hepburn.   

  

Book Shelves from McGuffeyôs 
Study, University of Virginia              

MU Bulletin (July 1928), p. 57. 
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McGuffey Museum has 
loaned the portrait Louis 
Fitton, better known as 
ñLittle Louisò to the Butler 
County Historical Society 
for an exhibition of 
George W. Whiteôs art-
work at Hamiltonôs Fitton 
Center. Kate Bruck, a 
McGuffey Museum stu-
dent aide and curator of 
the exhibit, believes the 
Fitton portrait was painted 
ca. 1866 by White, a pro-

lific Butler County artist.  The exhibit is open through 
January 5, 2008. 

       

 

 

 

Louis Fitton                              
attributed to George White,          

ca. 1866.  MG.1985.54 
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Federation of  McGuffey              
Societies Program                                   

July 20-21, 1940 - Oxford, OH  
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ñTRY TRY TRY,ò  ñDO YOUR BEST.ò  

ñBE KIND AND COURTEOUS.ò 

                                 Schoolhouse Maxims, Huron Co., 
Michigan, 1897.   
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