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VALUED VOLUNTEERS

COLLECTIONS UPDATE

McGuffey Museum volunteers logged over 9C McGuffey Museum has in its collection two
hours for the Museum in 2006! More than ene painted laddeback side chairs with rush seats
third of these hours were logged giving tours; trand stenciled slats. On the reverse side of the

remainder were devoted to meetings, specit op sl at IS
events and museum research. Elizabeth Johns Museum volunteer

t he stenc
Elizabeth Johnson is

gave 225 hours of her time to the Museum, mo:researching the origins of the Osgood Chair
of it spent doing primary research on the owner Company. These chairs were said to have been

and occupants of the house.

If you know iused by William Holmes McGuffey while living

Museum volunteer, please take a moment tin Oxford. Detailed research conducted by Ms.
thank them for donating their time and talents to Johnson suggests the chairs were made after

McGuffey Museum.
GIFTS

McGuffey left Oxford in 1836. It is possible the
chairs
daughter, Henrietta McGuffey Hepburn (1832

were once 1 n the

The Museum has been the beneficiary of severilbzz) who lived in Oxford until her death.

books. William S. Yeck, MU Class of 1936, has
given usOld Miami Enrollmenbgyton: Yeck
Brothers Company, 2006). This volume provides
a detailed account of Old Miami enrollment and
compares it to other universities. Mary Sue
Kallander, president of the museum volunteers,
has donated to our library a copy of Alfred H.
Up h a @@ Miami: The Yale of the Early West
(Oxford: MU Alumni Assn., 1947). Steve and
Prudence Dana have given the Museum a copy of
Phillip R. Shr i Wé&istoryaoh d
Presbyterianism in Oxford, Ohio-1825%3000.
Robert & Sharon Peterson have donated D.
Shr y oTlh& slden Key to Musical Truths
(Cincinnati: John Church Co., 1873), a school
songbook. Mary Sue Kallander has loaned a travel
iron, circa 1930s, a small galvanized metal wash-
tub, and a small washboard for use at Laundry
Day, April 21.

~ APPRECIATION DAY —~

Mc Guf fey Museumobs
Fourth Annual Appreciation Day
will be held
Saturday, April 28, 2007

from,_3:0Q,p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Fn gh'e %rgat R%o?r?o#ol\faa\/lillan Hall.

This event recognizes volunteers,
student aides and supporters
of the museum and its operations.
Refreshments will be served.




MCGUFFEY OBJECT FEATURED IN UPCOMING EXHIBIT

AThe Gr eakguXlbawe, one of Mc
most treasured objects, will be featured in an upcoming
exhibit on the American neoclassical sculptor Hiram Powers
(18051873). Organized by the Taft Museum of Art, the
exhibition Hiram Powers: Genius in Masbkcheduled for
May 18August 12, 2007. The exhibition will feature over
sixty objects that examine connections between Powers ant
his adopted city of Cincinnati, especially the social and
business networks that nurtured his development and success
The exhibition will also feature twoartes de visite the

Mi a mi Ar t Museumbs Coll ecti
Longworth Powersii Th e  Gr ecanke toSMdsuffeyd
Museum from the collection of Alexander McGuffey,
Williambs younger brother.
Drake, the daughter of Dr. Daniel Drake, was a noted patron
of Powers.The Greek Slave (1988wa$ gifted to McGuffey
Museum by Dr. and Mrs. A. S. Guimaraes.

Photo by Jeff Sabo, Miami University Photo Services

McGUFFEY UPDATE

A small collection of McGuffdyeaders on display in the lobby
of the David Joseph Company in Cincinnati. The firm occupies the
former plant and office of the American Book Company on Pike
Street immediately adjacent to the Taft Museum of Art.
The lobby is open weekdays to the public.

McGUFFEY HALL REDEDICATION DAY

The original west wingf McGuffey Hallopened i n 1909. 't housed
teachers or ANormal Coll egeso authorized in
at Ohi o University in Athens. Il n writing
observed, fAthe institution I mmediately trans:

of Mi ami 6s first women students and students
and wo me nl00 Yaaswli the yahool of Education and Allied Plofessibossed in McGuffey

Hall which included facilities for faculty, students, and a selective admission school. In 1916 it v
renamed A Mi ami Teachers College. o yBar colrseib i

athletic coaching that |l aid the foundati on

Coaches. 0 I n 1977 the schoeprofessibnal redueation pragmmsnna n
family and consumer sciences, health and physical education, and later, social work. For most o
20"century McGuffey Hal/l was the | argest acac

Mi ami 6 s s e c o-fpopulaodivisidn.i Ors Saturdey fpril 21, 2007 the newly refurbished
McGuffey Hall will be rdedicated with ddgng ceremonies. As part of thedeglication, the mosaic
AMc Guffey and the Power of the Written Word,
be unveiled on the second floor across from The Commons.



McGUFFEY & OHIO MEMORY HARD PRESSED HOUSE MUSEUMS

Hard to believe there was a time not long arMuseum staff and volunteers are keenly aware
when researching old photos and texts meet h a't history is an incr
driving to a library or historical society. But efast paced, media saturated entertainment
we Know, t he ti mes iculture. An article in the December 31, 200®
Memory, 0 an online s cilissue offheNew York Timeported on the grow-r y
one of several excellent electronic sources ring plight of historic house museums and why
available atwww.ohiomemory.of@f the seven A hi st or vy goes private.
records provided undenounced that Cartero6fed¢
three are images from McGuffey Musedid a support other programs at Colonial Williams-
program marking the inauguration of Williamburg, which has seen its attendance drop from
Holmes McGuffey as president of Ohio Universii 1.1 million in 1985 to 710,000 last year. Museum

[ Sept. 18, 1839], a n d administrators are struggling to identify thee |
Card and McGuffey Reacauses for this decldarnc
was a fourth grade student in the Mechanicsbu vocative report issued by the National Endow-
Ohio, Public School 189#895. Along with her ment for the Arts a few years ago, found a strong
beautifully printed and typeset report card, Ohicorrelation between literary reading and a decline
Memory features a digitized copyM€t Gu f fin cultural and civic participation. The report

New Eclectic Spelling Bo&k8 6 5 ) . N e t found literary readers are more than twice as
contains this little gem, in her own hand, on th likely as notiterary readers to perform volunteer
front inside cover: i and charity work, nearly three times as likejyht@
mi nd your teacher. o attending performing arts events, anghrly four
times as likely to \asitmuseumbk. seems ironic
t hat l'iteracy, t he C Ol

VISITOR COMMENTS legacy, is also integral in attracting visitors to the
iLooking for c¢\gol hovgedeanesoccupied.
Kathy Hopkins

Temperance, Ml o McGUFFEY
’ \ =] & TREES
AOn campus fTeerwane ed N _
Mikie Conners NV In addition to being an
Foster City, CA 2 ordained minister,
~ N R > professor and author,
nito s 0 ld. o = William Holmes
Samantha Betz, Girl Scout 2 McGuffey was an
Oxford, OH § : amateur arborist.
AWal kit wg nlde r f ul towy iy While living at the

Paul Kennan
Mildenhall, England

University of Virginia, he tended a young ash tree
planted by George Tucker, his predecessor of
Moral Philosophy. McGuffey reputedly read his
. MICGUTfRY - Readers to- children under its sprawl-
5 Temporary tattoos are | ing branches. Today a young ash tree descended
i from McGuffeyobs ash gr
= ¢ outside the entrance to Pavilion IX. McGuffey
. McGuffeyMuseum  and the youngtheart. | also holds the distinction of organizing the first

The angry oxen is from the 1836 ReaderE university YMCA at the UVA in 1858.

available for children



LEWIS PLACE CISTERN

Municipal water did not come to Oxford until the 1880s. Prior to that|time
households relied on cisterns and wells for potable water. Many |of you
know McGuffey House has a bdicled, beehive cistern underneath the gide
porch. This past December a cistern was discovered during the cpurse of
some foundation work being done at the rear of Lewis Place. Unlike the
McGuffey cistern, the one at Lewis Place was egg shaped and had heen lined
at a later date with concrete. McGuffey museum curator Steve ¢ordon
monitored the excavation of the cistern and regrets to report no Himms

artifacts or cultural materials were recovered. Evidence suggests th
may have been filled with broke
renovation in 1965. Given the size of Lewis Place it seems quite likg
cisterns remain buried on the grounds. Photos of the cistern exc

have been placed in a Lewis Place scrapbook being compiled by &

Hodge.

OLD+ASHIONED LAUNDRY DAY CALL FOR DONATIONS

The McGuffey Museum & ;;;
received a 7
$700.00 grant
from
Oxford Community
Foundation.

The Museum is in
need of 18 century
bl es,
Dick and Jane series
readers and other
nonMcGuffey Readers.

The money has been

used to purchase DID YOU KNOW?

Robert W. McFarland, Miami University
President 1885888, was the second

equipment for our

first annual
Old+ashioned
student to
Laundry Day,
. graduate from
a livinghistory for )
) Ohio Wesleyan
children ages-B2, : )
University, a

Saturday, April 21\ ool of the

Class of 1847.

Please join us as a participant, onlooker, or event yoMgtde@ r | and o s

Call 5298380 for more information or to sign up! | deskis in the
History Room.

INVITE VISITING FRIENDS & RELATIVES TO THE MUSEUM.

Travel research shows that people visiting friends and relatives is a highly desirable
audience as | ocal hosts often
heritage attractions. So next time you are hosting friends and family froft@un
pl ease be sure to include

Oxf or dos

Scott

ma



