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MOURNING AND MEMORIES EXHIBIT

Thanks in large part to the many hours of planning and
preparation given by our volunteers, as well as several
objects generously loaned by collectors and friends to
McGuffey Museum, a new exhibit on funeral and mourn-
ing customs is now on display. The exhibit features objects,
images and printed materials from 1825 through 1935,
with an emphasis on Oxford and southwest Ohio. The
idea for the exhibit was conceived several years ago by Har-
riet Schmitt, McGuffey Museum consultant, along with a
group of volunteers. William and Harriet McGuffey lost
their twoweek old son William only a few months after
moving into their new house in 1833, and later lost their
two other sons to illness. Later, in the early @éntury,

the Beard and Roudebush families lost sons in their twen-
ties to illness. Funerals for Donald Beard and Pat Roude-
bush were held in the McGuffey Museum paiNtwurning

and Memoriesll be on exhibit through October 28, 2007.

Steve Gordon, photographer

LEWIS PLACE LOAN

In June President and Mrs. Hodge, along with their
MCGUFFEY ADVISOR daughter Meriem, moved into the newly renovated Lewis
ON VSA PROGRAM Place. According to Valerie Hodge, the corner cupboard

_ _ _ attracted considerable interest during Reunion Weekend

presented fAChurch Architeadadsibre Asipdht of\e fnferforl réd@cBratién! MR Guffe N
at the Spring Symposium of the Ohio River Valley Chaptefyseum was invited to place on loan a ca. 1740 Pennsyl-
of the Victorian Society in America. Dr. Williams is Distin- \ ania corner cupboard and a collection of ceramics. The

guished Professor o f C 0 Mpe@pboRrl AnY¥ Beransict ijédcﬂs aré part d a 1d¥e ofltc-¢

American Studies Department. He is also the author ofjon given to McGuffey Museum by the late Edna Kelly.
Houses of God: Region, Religion and Architecture in the United

Statefrbana: University of lllinois Press, 1977.

MUSEUM GROUNDS

Museum visitors frequently comment on our landscaping. We are espedially
grateful to the universitybds Physital
and watering the lovely annuals. The Shasta daisy perennials that Beverly Bach
selected after the-opening of the museum have found a good home and are thrjving.

McGuffey Museum Photo




FIELD TRIP TO SPRING GROVE CEMETERY

Our annual Volunteer Field Trip featured a guided tour of
Cincinnati és Spring Grov
National Historic Landmark. Visits to the Alexander gnd
Caroline McGuffey family gravesite, along with stopp at
monuments of other occupants of McGuffey house buyied
in Spring Grove highlighted the day excursion. As mogt of
us know Alexander McGuffey [1818D6] compiled the
Fifth and Sixth Readéns. tour was led by Diana Brake,|a
Spring Grove docent and cemetery enthusiast who| has
researched Miami University staff and Oxford residgnts
buried in Spring Grove. In memory of the McGuffey fam-
ily and their many contributions, flowers were placed on
the family monument exactly 109 years to the day pfter
exander McGuffeyods body wa
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Curtis Ellison, photographer

Volunteer president Mary Sue Kallander places day lilies
on the McGuffey family monument while retired curator
Beverly Back reads the inscription.

SCHOOL VISITS TOURS

During school field trip season McGuffey Museum Spring and early summer are a busy time in Oxford.
comes alive with questions and comments from stu-The Museum hosted a group of Midwest Curriculum
dents. In April nearly 75 seventh grade studentsLibrarians, spouses of Wridbatterson AFB, Oak-
from PrebléShawnee School toured the Museum and landa Church from Indianapolis, and Seventh Day
several other Miami sites. Several students wrote lette’sdventist Church in Dayton. Reunion Weekend saw

of thanks, including one from Tanya Lakes of Camden.over 100 alumni and guests come for guided tours. A
Tanya wrote, AnMc Guf f ey Muveek later wey hosted ower 60 mambarsi ahdefrienms of
about Miami University! | loved learning about Mr. the Ohio River Valley Chapter of the Victorian Society

Mc Guf fey. Hi s home was imgAmerga whichk held their Weualareatiog invOx- -
comed an attentive group of third graders and their ford. We were pleased to see among the group Beverly
teachers from Kramer Elementary School. Hofmeister, the talented seamstress who fabricated our

lovely period wall treatments. Beverly told us she is
currently working on window treatments for a historic
house in Savannah, Georgia.
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SIXASPECTS OF A
GOOD HOUSE TOUR
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Historic site consultant Barbara Abramoff Levy notes STATE OF THE
good historic house tours have six important things in MUSEUM MEETING
common: 1) They are based on a thorough knowledge

of history; 2) They are organize@dcafedddmideumdst e

to five most important things; 3) Perceptible evidence at Annual State of the Museum Meeting
the museum supports the themes; 4) The interpretation will be held
is tied to the most important biographies; 5) The tours Tuesday September 11, 2007

include historical context; 6) Tours are part of a care-  Caroline Scott Harrison ParlérShriver Center

fully thoughtout, wellplanned visitor experience. This event kicks off the new academic year
Source: Interpreting Historic House Musedited by and summarizes the activities of the Museum
Jessica Foy Donnelly. Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira since the last report in 2006.

Press, 2002.



