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The House Across the Street:

Stanton-Bonham House

Many of our volunteersbravedyet anotherseveresnow
stormto seeNatalie Baker,a Miami seniorin History
and Political Science presenther researclon Bonhan
Houseat the Februarymeeting Natalie hasconducte
two researchprojectson the house First, in spring
2008 she looked at the physical structure anc
investigatedhe history of the familieswho lived in the
house,and uncovereda treasuretrove of photograph
from the McFarlandFamily showingthe interior of the
house Thenin fall 2008 Natalieresearchetheinterior
decoratiorof BonhamHouseby the McFarlandFamily.
The McFarlands and later the Bonhams (Fannie
McFarland,daughterof PresidentMcFarland,marriec
Llewellyn Bonham, and the housewas given to the
couple), were what we would call today fi a r.¢
Flowers,music,art, booksi andmorebooksi madeup
theirlives. Both familiestendedtowardfi e x ostylies
of décorpaired with more traditional, popular styles
Membersof the family are photographedn Eastlake
style chairs and traditional Windsorstyle chairs, with
an odd wicker chair thrown into the room Artwork
rests on easels,but also is informally propped up
against books in a bookcase Japonismestylec
knickknacks clutter mantels, shelves, and walls.
Japonismewas Westerndécorinfluencedby Japanes
cultural traditions, and was most popularin the year:
afterthe Civil War until the 189G or sa. TheBonham
had Japonismestyledvasesa é s ¢ rpaihtihgbhung
on the wall in their parlor, andevenasilk runner
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StantorRBonham House
and Winter Snow, January 2009

embroideredvith Japonismestyle flowers Their love
of music was carefully displayedin photographsone
image showsa bookcasewith a tambourinecarefully
balancedff acorner

N at a tonchisiomsarepresentedn a displaycasein

UphamHall, on the secondfloor nearthe Department
of Hi s t officg. 6 Bhe History departmentgranted
Natalie moneyto help her print a posterand decorate
the display case Natalie chosesomeitems from the

McGuffey Museumcollection,underthe supervisiornof

SteveGordon,andthoseobjectsare on displaythrough
thesemestem alockedandsecurecasein the hall.

In 1875the McGuffey HouseandPresidenSt ant on 6 s
i Ma g n i O w eclelanchogedhe cornerof Springand
Oak Streetsastheydotoday This view, looking southeast
from centralcampusalsodepictsii O IEd) y aridthe
westtower of Old Main in the foreground
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Steve Gordon
Steve Gordon

L-R: Janice McClain, Bradley McClain (Bruner Thomas Kelley, grandson of

descendant), Blake Vaughan, Marilyn Kel@gwdell Peter Bruner and Oxford native,
(Bruner greagranddaughter),and with silver goblet presented to his grandfather.
Thomas Kelley (Bruner grandson) Dated March 10, 1893

Peter Bruner: Slave,Soldier and Celebrated Oxford Citizen Overcomingyearsof slavery,voluntaryservicein
the Union Army, and decadesof manuallabor, PeterB r u n Bfe i a story worth telling and re-telling. In
celebratiorof B r u nleng liesandBlack History Month, McGuffey MuseumandMi a nmDegastmenof History
co-sponsoredn Februaryii P e Brener. An Informal Discussionof His Life and Timeso Presentedy Blake
Vaughan,a ma s t eandiatein history and a graduatestudentaide at McGuffey Museum, the Bicentennial
programin MacMillan H a | GréagRoomonMi a mOxfdrsl campusattractedover 75 studentsfaculty, guestsand
descendant®f Peter Bruner Among the descendantsvas ThomasKelley, a native of Oxford andBr u n e r
grandson Bruner (18451938 wasborn a slavein Clark County, Kentucky, and after enduringyearsof corporal
punishmente finally escapedn 1864 and enlistedin the United StatesColored Troops Following his discharge
from the Union Army, Brunercameto Oxford in 1866wherehe would live therestof his life. While raisingfive
childrenwith his wife FannieProcton Brunerheldthe distinctionof working for WesternFemaleSeminaryOxford
College and Miami University. For more information on Peter Bruner visit our website at
wwwunitsmuohiocedu/mcguffeymuseum/

One Room Schoolsi Keystonesof a Young

Nation Frequently museum visitors and
educationscholargposethe question wherecan
oneseeavintageoneroomschoolthathasbeen
faithfully restored?The answeris not quite as
easyasonemight think, sincemany19" century
schools have been converted to houses,
abandonedor demolished Among the oldest
and most intact oneroom schools in

southwesterrOhio is the PageSchool, located
outside West Union in rural Adams County,
Page School, Built 1827 Ohio. Built of mortise and tenon construction
andsheathedn its original weatherboardiding,
Page School datesto 1827, the year William

HolmesMcGuffey marriedHarriet Spining The
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O little country school! In vain
Many critics hold you in disdain
The greatest lessons that you taught

Were not by chalk and pencil wrought, preservationof PageSchoolis a testamentto
Aso p §our door on fields and sky, those prescient words contained in the
So, likewise just as wide and high, Ordinanceof 1787. They stated,i s c hand | b
You opened the eyes of youth the means of education shall forever be
The principles of love and truth preserved

Edwin SabinThe Country SchoolhousE09. oo 2
age




Terrific and Talented “Team McGuffey”

Student Aides to Graduate in May This May two

of our student aides, Megan Burnessand Natalie
Ruhe,will completetheir undergraduateoursework
at Miami. Sincejoining McGuffeyMu s e ustafbirs
October 2006 Megan has led visitor tours and
completednumerousspecial projects A memberof

Alpha Chi Omega,Megangraduatesvith a majorin

Strategic Communicationand following graduation
will be working in Chicago SinceJune2007 Natalie
Ruhe has been a student aide  Majoring in

Anthropologyand ComparativeReligion, Natalieis a
member of Alpha Omicron Pi and the University
ScholarProgram Thesetwo bright, dedicatedyoung
womenhavebeenajoy to work with andhavehelped
makeMcGuffey Museumtoursamongthe bestvisitor

experiencesn campus

Natalie Ruhe
Hometown Cincinnati, Ohio

e

ﬂalued Volunteers McGuffey Museumreliesm

three legs of support staff, students, and
volunteers Togetherall three provide program
andmuseunsupport In 2008volunteerdoggeda
total of 756 hours of donatedtime given to
McGuffey Museum Volunteer chair Jenny
Presnell led all volunteers with 108 hours
donated Without this level of supportwe would
not be able to provide the servicewe do to our
thousand=f visitors and the Miami and Oxford

Megan Burness
Hometown Dublin, Ohio
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Cleaning Up at the
McGuffey The Museum
is like a secondhometo
manyof usi by which |
meanit requiresthe kind
of constantattentionof a
residence with all the
maintenance, upkeep,
tidying, and cleaning
While Steve Gordon,
Helen Sheumakerand

Cindy Fleddermanperform the specializedcleaning
of theMu s e ucaillécsion (including furniture), and
Steve overseesthe structure,we rely upon Miami
Uni v e r PhysicayFaalities workersto do daily
cleaningandupkeep Margaret Shockleyis currently
assignedto the Museum, and we have greatly
benefitted from her attentions to the building.
Margaretwasaskedrecentlyaboutherwork here

Whatis your duty at the Museum? | clean! Public and
staffareasgcleancleanclean

Whatdo you like aboutthe Museum? Everything! | like
the staff. | & impressedvith e v e r yioespedallythe
v ol uni kenaviedg® Therearealwaysnew thingsto
learnhere The Museumis quaint,full of antiques | was
disappointedht first that not everythingin the Museumis
theMc Gu f fbatyIéve the old furniture | amalways
impressedwith p e o p domatiossi that so many people
havedonatedsuchbeautifulthings

Youand your children (ages7 and 10) visited hereon the
Ki dHoliday Tour. What did your kids like about the
Museum? The candy! [we gave out old-fashioned
peppermintsthat day] They liked visiting where Mom
works. They d o ngéite comprehenchow old it is, and
what historic means but they love that Mom works in an
old buildingwhich hasanimportanthistory.

Anythingyou d o nliRetabout the Museum? The stairs!
Sometimestheyfeel like amountainl 6 aarryingstuff up,
andthendown!

The staff at the Museum agree about the stairs ---

while they are an amazingremnantof theh o u s e

history, afterthe 20" time up anddownin a day, they
do startto seem,well, pretty steep Our thanksto
Margaretfor talking with us, andfor herwork at the

Museum HelenSheumaker
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