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The House Across the Street: 

Stanton-Bonham House

Many of our volunteersbravedyet anotherseveresnow

storm to seeNatalie Baker,a Miami seniorin History

andPolitical Science,presenther researchon Bonham

Houseat the Februarymeeting. Nataliehasconducted

two researchprojects on the house. First, in spring

2008 she looked at the physical structure and

investigatedthehistoryof the familieswho lived in the

house,and uncovereda treasuretrove of photographs

from the McFarlandFamily showingthe interior of the

house. Thenin fall 2008Natalieresearchedtheinterior

decorationof BonhamHouseby theMcFarlandFamily.

The McFarlands, and later the Bonhams (Fannie

McFarland,daughterof PresidentMcFarland,married

Llewellyn Bonham, and the housewas given to the

couple), were what we would call today ñartsy.ò

Flowers,music,art,booksïandmorebooksïmadeup

their lives. Both families tendedtowardñexoticòstyles

of décor paired with more traditional, popular styles.

Membersof the family are photographedin Eastlake-

style chairs and traditional Windsor-style chairs,with

an odd wicker chair thrown into the room. Artwork

rests on easels,but also is informally propped up

against books in a bookcase. Japonisme-styled

knickknacks clutter mantels, shelves, and walls.

Japonismewas Westerndécor influencedby Japanese

cultural traditions,and was most popular in the years

after theCivil War until the1890s or so. TheBonhams

had Japonisme-styledvases,a óscrollôpainting hung

on the wall in their parlor, andevena silk runner

embroideredwith Japonisme-style flowers. Their love

of music was carefully displayedin photographs; one

image showsa bookcasewith a tambourinecarefully

balancedoff a corner.

Natalieôsconclusionsarepresentedin a displaycasein

UphamHall, on the secondfloor nearthe Department

of Historyôsoffice. The History departmentgranted

Natalie moneyto help her print a posterand decorate

the display case. Natalie chosesomeitems from the

McGuffey Museumcollection,underthesupervisionof

SteveGordon,andthoseobjectsareon displaythrough

thesemesterin a lockedandsecurecasein thehall.

Stanton-Bonham House 

and Winter Snow, January 2009 
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In 1875theMcGuffey HouseandPresidentStantonôs

ñMagnificentDwellingòanchoredthecornerof Springand

OakStreetsastheydo today. This view, lookingsoutheast

from centralcampus,alsodepictsñOldEgyptòandthe

westtowerof Old Main in theforeground.

Combination Atlas Map of Butler County, 1875.
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Thomas Kelley, grandson of 

Peter Bruner and Oxford native, 

with silver goblet presented to his grandfather. 

Dated March 10, 1893

L-R: Janice McClain, Bradley McClain (Bruner 

descendant), Blake Vaughan, Marilyn Kelley Dowdell

(Bruner great-granddaughter),and 

Thomas Kelley (Bruner grandson)

Peter Bruner : Slave,Soldier and CelebratedOxford Citizen Overcomingyearsof slavery,voluntaryservicein

the Union Army, and decadesof manual labor, PeterBrunerôslife is a story worth telling and re-telling. In

celebrationof Brunerôslong life andBlack History Month, McGuffey MuseumandMiamiôsDepartmentof History

co-sponsoredin FebruaryñPeterBruner: An Informal Discussionof His Life and Times.òPresentedby Blake

Vaughan,a masterôscandidatein history and a graduatestudentaide at McGuffey Museum,the Bicentennial

programin MacMillanHallôsGreatRoomonMiamiôsOxford campusattractedover75 students,faculty,guestsand

descendantsof Peter Bruner. Among the descendantswas ThomasKelley, a native of Oxford and Brunerôs

grandson. Bruner (1845-1938) wasborn a slavein Clark County,Kentucky,andafter enduringyearsof corporal

punishmenthe finally escapedin 1864andenlistedin the United StatesColoredTroops. Following his discharge

from theUnion Army, Brunercameto Oxford in 1866wherehewould live the restof his life. While raisingfive

childrenwith his wife FannieProcton, Brunerheldthedistinctionof working for WesternFemaleSeminary,Oxford

College and Miami University. For more information on Peter Bruner visit our website at

www.units.muohio.edu/mcguffeymuseum/.
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One Room SchoolsïKeystonesof a Young

Nation Frequently museum visitors and

educationscholarsposethequestion: wherecan

oneseea vintageone-roomschoolthathasbeen

faithfully restored?The answeris not quite as

easyasonemight think, sincemany19th century

schools have been converted to houses,

abandonedor demolished. Among the oldest

and most intact one-room schools in

southwesternOhio is the PageSchool, located

outside West Union in rural Adams County,

Ohio. Built of mortise and tenon construction

andsheathedin its original weatherboardsiding,

PageSchool datesto 1827, the year William

HolmesMcGuffey marriedHarrietSpining. The

preservationof PageSchool is a testamentto

those prescient words contained in the

Ordinanceof 1787. They stated,ñschoolsand

the means of education shall forever be

preserved.ò
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Page School, Built 1827

O little country school! In vain

Many critics hold you in disdain

The greatest lessons that you taught

Were not by chalk and pencil wrought,

As opôdyour door on fields and sky,

So, likewise just as wide and high,

You opened the eyes of youth

The principles of love and truth

Edwin Sabin, The Country Schoolhouse, 1909.
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Cindy Fleddermanperform the specializedcleaning

of theMuseumôscollection(including furniture),and

Steve overseesthe structure,we rely upon Miami

UniversityôsPhysicalFacilities workers to do daily

cleaningandupkeep. Margaret Shockleyis currently

assigned to the Museum, and we have greatly

benefitted from her attentions to the building.

Margaretwasaskedrecentlyaboutherwork here.

What is your duty at the Museum? I clean! Public and

staffareas,cleancleanclean!

Whatdo you like about the Museum? Everything! I like

the staff. Iômimpressedwith everyoneôsïespeciallythe

volunteersôïknowledge. Therearealwaysnew thingsto

learnhere. TheMuseumis quaint,full of antiques. I was

disappointedat first that not everythingin the Museumis

theMcGuffeyôs,but I love the old furniture. I am always

impressedwith peopleôsdonationsïthat so manypeople

havedonatedsuchbeautifulthings.

Youand your children (ages7 and 10) visitedhereon the

KidôsHoliday Tour. What did your kids like about the

Museum? The candy! [we gave out old-fashioned

peppermintsthat day.] They liked visiting where Mom

works. They donôtquite comprehendhow old it is, and

what historic means,but they love that Mom works in an

old buildingwhichhasanimportanthistory.

Anything you donôtlike about the Museum? The stairs!

Sometimes,theyfeel like a mountainIômcarryingstuff up,

andthendown!

The staff at the Museumagreeabout the stairs ---

while they are an amazingremnantof the houseôs

history,after the20th time up anddownin a day, they

do start to seem,well, pretty steep. Our thanksto

Margaretfor talking with us,andfor her work at the

Museum. HelenSheumaker

Valued Volunteers McGuffey Museumrelieson

three legs of support: staff, students, and

volunteers. Togetherall three provide program

andmuseumsupport. In 2008volunteersloggeda

total of 756 hours of donated time given to

McGuffey Museum. Volunteer chair Jenny

Presnell led all volunteers with 108 hours

donated. Without this level of supportwe would

not be able to provide the servicewe do to our

thousandsof visitors and the Miami and Oxford

communities.

Student Aides to Graduate in May This May two

of our student aides, Megan Burnessand Natalie

Ruhe,will completetheir undergraduatecoursework

at Miami. Sincejoining McGuffeyMuseumôsstaff in

October 2006, Megan has led visitor tours and

completednumerousspecialprojects. A memberof

Alpha Chi Omega,Megangraduateswith a major in

Strategic Communicationand following graduation

will be working in Chicago. SinceJune2007Natalie

Ruhe has been a student aide. Majoring in

AnthropologyandComparativeReligion,Natalieis a

member of Alpha Omicron Pi and the University

ScholarProgram. Thesetwo bright, dedicatedyoung

womenhavebeena joy to work with andhavehelped

makeMcGuffeyMuseumtoursamongthebestvisitor

experiencesoncampus.

Cleaning Up at the

McGuffey TheMuseum

is like a secondhometo

manyof usïby which I

meanit requiresthe kind

of constantattentionof a

residence with all the

maintenance, upkeep,

tidying, and cleaning.

While Steve Gordon,

Helen Sheumaker and

Megan Burness 

Hometown  Dublin, Ohio

Natalie Ruhe

Hometown  Cincinnati, Ohio


