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Our Mission - The William HolmesMcGuffeyMuseumcollects,

preserves,interprets and exhibitsmaterials relating to the life of

William HolmesMcGuffey,the McGuffeyEclectic Readerseries,

the history of Miami University, and nineteenthcenturydomestic

life andarchitectureof southwestOhio.

Tours - Once again perfect Juneweatherhelpedmake

Alumni Weekend2008a memorableoccasion,especially

for those returning membersfrom the Class of 1958.

McGuffey Museumwelcomed130 guestsandofferedits

annual ñBackstageTours.ò We also hosted over 75

studentsfrom the Dayton City Schools in conjunction

with their two weekstayin Oxford. Also in Junewe were

delightedto hostattendeesto the 8th Annual Conference

of the CountrySchoolAssociationof America [CSAA].

Over 60 scholarsandrural schoolenthusiastsfrom asfar

away as Norway came to Oxford to learn and share

researchon countryschools. Oneof thehighlightsof the

tour was a specialviewing of HolbrookôsApparatus,a

rare mid-19th centurygeometricteachingaide loanedto

the Museumby Beverly Bach. SuzanneDaniel, Miami

Classof 1958andco-organizerof the CSAA conference,

sentusa thoughtfulthank-you card,notingof thegroupôs

visit to McGuffey Museum,ñItwascertainlya highlight

of the conference.ò In July nearly 50 South Korean

studentsenrolledin summerclassesat Miami from Pusan

UniversityôsEnglishLiteratureProgramandSeoulôsVisit

America Program toured McGuffey Museum. We are

always eager to share the Museum with international

studentsandappreciatethemanykind notesof thankswe

receivedafterthetour.

Volunteer Field Trip - This pastJuneforty friends,staff andvolunteerstraveledto Indianapolisaspart of McGuffey

Museumôsannualvolunteerfield trip. It was a perfectJuneday spentrenewingfriendships,seeinghistoric sitesand

learning about Harrison family history. Our guided tour of the Benjamin Harrison Housewas the dayôshighlight,

followed by a relaxinglunchat thehistoric IndianapolisWomenôsClub Homeanda brief visit to CrownHill Cemetery.

Specialthanksto our anonymousdonorfor makingpossibletheservicesof a comfortableair-conditionedmotor coach

andcourteousprofessionaldriver. Plansfor nextyearôsfield trip will beginsoon. If you havesuggestionsfor possible

venuesanddestinationspleasecontactJennyPresnell,volunteerchairperson.

Benjamin and Caroline Scott Harrisonôs 

gravesites, Crown Hill Cemetery

McGuffey Museum ñtouristsò gather on the front 

steps of the Benjamin Harrison House in Indianapolis
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CommonSchool Advocate- An importanteducational

journalcontemporaneousto publicationof theMcGuffey

Readerswas the CommonSchoolAdvocate. Published

in Cincinnati from 1837-1851, the monthly journal

advertised itself as ñAPaper for the Promotion of

Education.ò The first issuepublishedin January1837

statedto subscribers,ñThispaperhasbeenestablished

for the purposeof promoting Primary Schoolsin the

Southernand WesternStatesé.The paperwill take no

partin sectarianismor politicséò.

The CommonSchoolAdvocateis of specialinterestto

McGuffey scholars. The February1837 issuefeatured

an article reprintedfrom the Cincinnati Journal, which

in part stated,ñWearepleasedwith theappearanceof a

seriesof school books under the title, Eclectic School

Series. This seriesof ReadingBooks is preparedby

Prof. MôGuffey, of Miami University.òThe article went

on to note, ñFromthe preface we learn that this

gentlemandid not rely on past experiencemerely in

preparing these worksébut that he took a class of

young children into his house, and by experimental

teaching prepared the books, at least the First

ReaderéThey[First andSecondReaders]aregot up in

a very superiorstyle; the paperis good, the type clear,

and the cuts are well done. We seeno easternschool

book with which the Eclecticserieswould not compete

to greatadvantage.ò

Future newsletterswill feature items of interest from this

important19th centuryjournal.

Spruce Up on Spring Street - If you happenedto drive or walk by McGuffey Museumthis pastJuneyou mayhave

noticedthehousewasgettinga freshcoatof paint. The louveredshutterswereremovedandpaintedin Miamiôspaint

shopwhile a dedicatedcrew of Miamiôsbestpaintersspenttwo weekscarefully scraping,priming and applying a

finish coatto all thewoodsurfacesandtrim. We aregratefulto MiamiôsPhysicalFacilitiesDepartmentfor providing

the housewith regularcustodial/groundscareand architecturalpreservation. By implementinga scheduleof house

maintenancethe University is ensuringthe continuedconservationof this 175 year old house. In contrast,just as

McGuffey MuseumwasbeingpaintedOxford lost a centuryold housethat hadbeenneglectedfor manyyears. The

lessonto belearnedis thathouses,like humans,needregularcheckupsandcontinualcare.

Steve Dingeldeinof Miamiôs Paint 

staff  uses a lift for the high spots

(L-R) James Lycans, Tara McCreary 

and Steve Dingeldeinworked through 

the summer heat to paint McGuffey Museum

Former McGuffey Book Press Employee Visits

Museum - It is not very often a bookbindercomesto

the Museum, let alone someonewho actually was

involved in theproductionof theMcGuffeyReaders! If

you own a set of Readersmadeby the Book Pressin

Brattleboro,Vermont during the 1980s thereis a good

chancethe coverwasmadeby MarthaHolly Glodgett.

During her tour of the Museum this past July Ms.

Glodgett explainedthe processof making the Readers

andhow someweresewnandotherswereglued to the

binding. Her keeneyequickly detectedthe differences

betweena carefullymadeandpoorly assembledReader.

Thankyou Holly for sharingyour insights.
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Holly Glodgett

pauses for 

photo with 

McGuffey 

Reader
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State of the Museum Meeting

Harrison Rooms, Phillip R. Shriver Center

Tuesday, September 9, 3-5 p.m.

(Refreshments and Welcoming begin at 2:45 p.m.)

Special Guest Speaker:   Jerome Conley,

Coordinating Head of Special Libraries and Interim 

Assistant Dean, University Libraries,

ñMiami Universityôs Bicentennial Celebrationò

Note: Mr. Conleyôs remarks will begin

promptly at 3pm.  McGuffey Museum 

meeting  will immediately follow.
International students from 

South Korea visit McGuffey Museum

Maude Blair - BeverlyBachrecentlygaveMcGuffey

Museum a copy of a letter that appearedin the

February1990 issueof Colonial Homes. Recallinga

long friendshipwith MaudeBlair, JohnKinney retold

the story of MaudeBlairôsrefusal to sell her large

collectionof McGuffey Readersto HenryFord. Born

in Homer,Michigan in 1880, Blair workedherway up

in the Detroit Public School system, ñeventually

attaining the position of third in command to the

superintendent. Shewasin chargeof book purchases,

thebookbinderyandthecafeterias. This wasquitean

accomplishmentfor a womanof herday. SheandFord

were great competitors in collecting McGuffey

Readersandhada runningfeud.ò MaudeBlair died

in 1977at theageof 97.

Miami  

�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�¶�V��
Mini  University 

Field Trip 

to 

McGuffey 

Museum

May 2008

Left:  

Pinning clothes 

on the line

Right:  

Laundry Day 

on the side lawn, 

McGuffey 

Museum
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ñMcGuffey 

Museum 

tour was 

interestingò  

Yoonyoung

Choi, Pusan 

University 

ñIt was 

great  museum!  

I could feel 

tradition! 

Thanks,ò Hyerin, 

Pusan National 

University, Pusan, 

South Korea.

ñThank you for 

telling  us about  

MU historyò 

Sun Ah, Seoulôs 

Visit America 

Program


