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Tours - Once again perfect June weatherhelped make
Alumni Weekend2008a memorableoccasiongspecially
for those returning membersfrom the Class of 1958

McGuffey Museumwelcomed130 guestsand offeredits

annual i B a ¢ k §durad eNe also hosted over 75

studentsfrom the Dayton City Schoolsin conjunction
with their two weekstayin Oxford. Also in Junewe were
delightedto hostattendeeso the 8" Annual Conference
of the Country School Associationof America [CSAA].

Over 60 scholarsandrural schoolenthusiastérom asfar

away as Norway came to Oxford to learn and share
researcton countryschools Oneof the highlightsof the

tour was a specialviewing of Ho | b r Appdecadus,a

rare mid-19" century geometricteachingaide loanedto

the Museumby Beverly Bach SuzanneDaniel, Miami Mc Guffey Museum fitouris
Classof 1958and co-organizerof the CSAA conference, steps of the Benjamin Harrison House in Indianapolis
sentusathoughtfulthankyou card,notingof theg r o u P& ‘ b TSRANTIC AE MEEy
visit to McGuffey Museum,ii Iwas certainly a highlight

of the conference In July nearly 50 South Korean
studentsenrolledin summerclassesat Miami from Pusan
Uni v e iEgiishLitedasureProgramandS e o Wikitd
America Program toured McGuffey Museum We are
always eagerto sharethe Museum with international
studentsandappreciatehe manykind notesof thankswe

receivedafterthetour.

Curt Ellison

—

Our Mission - The William HolmesMcGuffey Museumcollects,
preservesjnterprets and exhibits materials relating to the life of
William HolmesMcGuffey,the McGuffey Eclectic Readerseries,
the history of Miami University, and nineteenthcentury domestic
life andarchitectureof southwesOhio.

Curt Ellison
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The McGuffey

Volunteer Field Trip - This pastJuneforty friends, staff and volunteerstraveledto Indianapolisas part of McGuffey
Mu s e uanmuavolunteerfield trip. It was a perfectJuneday spentrenewingfriendships,seeinghistoric sitesand
learning about Harrison family history Our guidedtour of the Benjamin Harrison Housewas the d a yh@gslight,
followed by arelaxinglunchat the historic Indianapoliswo me €lasHomeanda brief visit to CrownHill Cemetery
Specialthanksto our anonymousionorfor makingpossiblethe servicesof a comfortableair-conditionedmotor coach
andcourteousprofessionadriver. Plansfor nexty e afrel@ sip will beginsoon If you havesuggestion$or possible

venuesanddestinationgleasecontactJennyPresnellyolunteerchairperson
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(L-R) Jamed.ycans TaraMcCreary
and StevéDingeldeinworked through
the summeheat to paint McGuffey Museum

D Steve Gordon

SteveDingeldeinof Mi ami 6s Pai nt

staff usesa lift for the high spots

Spruce Up on Spring Street - If you happenedo drive or walk by McGuffey Museumthis pastJuneyou may have
noticedthe housewasgettinga freshcoatof paint Thelouveredshuttersvereremovedandpaintedin Mi a npaidts
shopwhile a dedicatedcrew of Mi a mbegi gintersspenttwo weekscarefully scraping,priming and applying a
finish coatto all thewood surfacesandtrim. We aregratefulto Mi a nmRhysisalFacilities Departmenfor providing
the housewith regular custodial/ground€are and architecturalpreservation By implementinga scheduleof house
maintenancdhe University is ensuringthe continuedconservatiorof this 175 yearold house In contrast,just as
McGuffey Museumwas being paintedOxford lost a centuryold housethat had beenneglectedor manyyears The
lessonto belearnedis thathouseslike humansneedregularcheckupsandcontinualcare

Common School Advocate- An importanteducational
journal contemporaneous publicationof the McGuffey
Readerswas the CommonSchool Advocate Published
in Cincinnati from 18371851 the monthly journal

advertiseditself as i APaper for the Promotion of

Educationd The first issuepublishedin Januaryl1837

statedto subscribersfi T hpagerhasbeenestablished
for the purposeof promoting Primary Schoolsin the

Southernand WesternStateg .The paperwill take no

partin sectarianisnor politicsé 0.

The CommonSchool Advocateis of specialinterestto

McGuffey scholars The February1837 issuefeatured
an article reprintedfrom the Cincinnati Journal, which

in partstated,i Warepleasedwith the appearancef a
seriesof schoolbooksunderthe title, Eclectic School
Series This seriesof ReadingBooks is preparedby

Prof. M6 Gu fof Miami Universityo The article went
on to note, i Fr dhe preface we learn that this

gentlemandid not rely on past experiencemerely in

preparing these worksé but that he took a class of

young children into his house, and by experimental
teaching prepared the books, at least the First
Readeé They|[First andSecondReadershregotupin

a very superiorstyle the paperis good, the type clear,
and the cuts are well done We seeno easternschool
book with which the Eclectic serieswould not compete
to greatadvantag®

Future newsletterswill feature items of interest from this
importantl9" centuryjournal

Former McGuffey Book Press Employee Visits
Museum - It is not very often a bookbindercomesto
the Museum, let alone someonewho actually was
involvedin the productionof the McGuffeyReaders! If
you own a set of Readersmadeby the Book Pressin
Brattleboro,Vermont during the 198Gs thereis a good
chancethe coverwas madeby MarthaHolly Glodgett
During her tour of the Museum this past July Ms.
Glodgett explainedthe processof making the Readers
and how somewere sewnand otherswere gluedto the
binding Her keeneye quickly detectedhe differences
betweena carefullymadeandpoorly assembledReader
Thankyou Holly for sharingyour insights

Holly Glodgett
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State of the Museum Meeting

Harrison Rooms, Phillip R. Shriver Center
Tuesday, September 9,-5 p.m.
(Refreshments and Welcoming begir2at5 p.m.)

Special Guest Speaker: Jerome Conley,
Coordinating Head of Special Libraries and Interign
Assistant Dean, University Libraries,

A Mi ami Universityobés B} ke

Note: Mr. Conl eyds remdgdr|ks

ntenni al Cel ebrat.

wi || begin

ono

promptly at 3pm. McGuffey Museum
meeting will immediately follow.

Maude Blair - Beverly BachrecentlygaveMcGuffey
Museum a copy of a letter that appearedin the
February1990 issueof Colonial Homes Recallinga
long friendshipwith MaudeBlair, JohnKinney retold
the story of Maude B | a irefugabkto sell her large
collectionof McGuffey Readerdo Henry Ford Born
in Homer,Michiganin 188Q Blair workedherway up

in the Detroit Public School system,ievent ual |
could feel

attaining the position of third in commandto the
superintendent Shewasin chargeof book purchases,
thebookbinderyandthe cafeterias This wasquitean
accomplishmentor a womanof herday SheandFord
were great competitors in collecting McGuffey
Readersandhad a runningfeudd MaudeBlair died
in 1977attheageof 97.
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International students from
South Korea visiMcGuffey Museum
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MU historyo
Sun Ah, Seoul 6s
Visit America

PN filt was

great museum!
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