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McGUFFEY MUSEUM                      
ACQUIRES HODGIN WATERCOLOR 

M c G u f f e y 
Museum is 
pleased to 
announce the 
recent acquisi-
tion of The 
Three Erodel-
phians, a wa-
tercolor de-
picting the 

19th century funerary monuments of three Miami Uni-
versity students who were members of the Erodelphian 
Literary Society, a student organization founded at Mi-
ami in 1825.  The 26ò x 18ò framed work was painted 
and signed ca. 1955 by Marston Dean Hodgin (1903-
2003), a member of Miamiôs art department faculty 
from 1927 until his retirement in 1963. Along with 
Oxford Salutes (1943), it becomes the second Hodgin 
work housed in McGuffey Museumôs collection.  A 
native of Cambridge, Ohio, Hodgin spent most of his 
life in the Oxford, Ohio area, with regular summer 
visits to Cape Cod.  Hodginôs paintings won many 
prizes in art museum shows and he received the Day-
ton Art Institute Purchase Award in 1953. Acknowl-
edging Bertie Wespiser of Oxford for her cooperation 
in helping make the acquisition possible, McGuffey 
Museum Director Curt Ellison noted, ñWe are pleased 
to acquire this painting of considerable interest to the 
history of both 19th century Miami and the School of 
Fine Arts, and glad to be able to share it with the pub-
lic.ò Funds from the Museumôs Emma Gould Blocker 
Fund supported the acquisition and archival re-matting 
of this significant Miami artwork. 

McGuffey Museum has 
had many steadfast sup-
porters over the years and 
Vice Provost and Senior 
Associate Vice President 
for Academic Affairs, Dr. 
John Skillings has been 
foremost among them.  
Using his impressive ad-
ministrative skill he super-
vised Director Curt Ellison 
and The Museumôs Advi-

sory Committee in developing a functioning mission 
statement, a multi-year operating budget, and new 
professional staffing.  On June 30, after 32 years of 
dedicated service to Miami University, Dr. Skillings 
will retire.  The staff, volunteers, and student workers 
thank John for his appreciation of the future of muse-
ums studies, and for his tireless enthusiasm and sup-
port of Miami and McGuffey Museum.   
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- CALENDAR -  
 

June 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Volunteer Field Trip 
June 12-15  . . . . . . . . .  Alumni Weekend 
June 17 . . . . . . . . . . . .  Country School Association Tour 
July 21  . . . . . . . . . . . .  Executive Committee Meeting 
August 5 . . . . . . . . . . .  Monthly Volunteer Meeting                                         
                                      at McGuffey Museum 
September 9 . . . . . . . .  State of Museum Meeting 
              at Shriver Center  
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