Fall 2008

The McGuffey
Report Card

William Holmes McGuffey Museum
Y e SN ey e Miami University

Mc¢GUFFEY'S OUTDOOR CLASSES IN WHICH HE 7 . . .

TRIED OUT THE MATERIAL FOR HIS READERS N RN > ARG 9 ; National Historic Landmark

g 410 E. Spring StreéOxford, OH 45056
Exploring the Miami heritage through education, research and public programs. Phone: 513529-8380

A Quarterly Newsletter for Friends and Volunteers of McGuffey Museum
Steve Gordon, editor

Welcome Michael Dantley - On  Getty Campus Heritage Grant - In October
July 1, 2008 Dr. Michael Dantley = McGuffey Museum hostedtwo day-long focus group
was appointed Associate Provost interviews for the Getty Campus Heritage project
and Associate Vice Presidentfor  Historic PreservationconsultantsNancy Recchieand
Academic Affairs at Miami Jeff Darbee of Benjamin D. Rickey & Company,
University Dr. Dantley brings Columbusconductedaseriesof faceto-faceinterviews
impressive  credentials and as part of with fifteen representativesrom Miami,
experienceto the position He WesternCollege alumni and the Oxford community
holds a doctoratein Educational The consultantsand Steve Gordon also made an
Administrationfrom the University ~ evening presentationto representativesof Mi a mi
of Cincinnati, a Mastersin Education from Miami AssociatedStudeniGovernment(ASG).
Universityanda B a ¢ h edegreefi@m®m the University
of Pennsylvania Now in his 35" year of public
education, Dr. Dantley worked as a teacher and
administratorin the Cincinnati Public Schools from
1973to 1986 andsince 1986 hasservedon the faculty
of the College of Mount St Joseph the University of
Cincinnati and most recently Miami University, where
from 20042008 he was professorin the Departmenbf
Educational Leadership and Associate Dean for
AcademicAffairs. Sincel1974Dr. Dantleyhasservedas
SeniorPastorof Christ EmmanuelChristianFellowship
churchin Cincinnati In his currentposition at Miami
Dr. Dantleywill overseeseveraluniversitydepartments,
including the budget and operations of McGuffey
Museum In the days and monthsaheadpleasetake a
momentto introduce yourself to Michael and extend L-R: Nancy Recchie, Randy StephensFarraand
him awarmMcGuffey Museumwelcome JeffDarbeeduring an interview at McGuffey Museum
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Donations, Acquisitions and Loans - The Smith Library of RegionalHistory donateda copyof SylviaF er g u s
Burial Groundsof Oxford, 18171987 to the Mu s e ureiérencelibrary. The Miami University Art Museum
donateda tall display casethatwill be housedin the front hall. McGuffey MuseumvolunteerJuneGoldnerhas
donateda collection of SigmaChi fraternal print materialsand a 19" century Sigma Chi badgeownedby C.O.
Munns We have also receivedfour color stereoscopecards from Museum volunteer Mary Sue Kallander
McGuffey Museumwishesto thank Presidentand Mrs. Hodgefor a generoudonationthat will help supportour
programs In appreciationof tours given to secondgradestudentsthe staff of St JamesChurchin White Oak,
Cincinnatidonated$75 to the Museum This pastSeptembeMcGuffey MuseumloanedMiami Middletown a mid-
19" centurybugleto help mark the openingfestivitiesof thec a mp gosvdcation McGuffey Museumextendsa
thankyou to all donorsandcollaboratingorganizations
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(1904) on
campus will be documented as part of
the Getty Campus Heritage survey
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Mc Kee Hal l Mi a miBéverly Blehscuratar ameritus of McGuffey Museum,

di splays a rare World War
to participants in an ILR Class on World War |l

Outreach - SteveGordonandHelen Sheumakejoined over 100 Miami staff, studentsand Oxford residentshis
pastAugustin the sixth annualfi U p t @alkabouto This eventwelcomedreturningMiami studentgo the Mile

Squareandprovidedusefultips to residentsaboutliving in Oxford. Ona chilly NovemberSundayafternoonSteve
Gordon joined several studentsand membersfrom Greek service organizationsas they pulled and dug wild

honeysuckldbushesn BishopWoods Organizedby JackKeeganMi a mGréeshousdlanager,the purposeof
the eventwasto removeinvasiveplantsfrom the groveandhelp re-introducenative speciesuchasCornusflorida
(flowering dogwood)to the woods

On October12 SteveGordon presentedan illustratedslide showon i S a midaardaford Victorian Architectin
Ci n c i atrihe tenténnialcelebrationof Hamilton C o u n Megmipskal Hall in OvertheRhine Hannaford
(18351911 wasthe c i tnyostprolific architectfor nearly 50 yearsandthe firm wasin practiceuntil the late
195G. Of interestto our readersSamuelHannaford& Sonsdesignedan addition to Old Main in 190Q On
Novemberl5, in conjunctionwith the MorganTownshipHistoricalS o ¢ i €ehtlyAdrgversaryStevepresente@n
illustratedprogramentitledO h i Kigtaric Barns Reflectionsof Tradition, Terrainand T e ¢ h n oat tlregmnual
meetingin Okeana

As part of two classesheld this fall by the Institute for Learningin Retirement(ILR), the Museumdisplayed
artifactsfrom its collectionsrelatedto World War Il. MarstonH o d g OxfoddsSalutes(1943 was shownat the
first w e e kl@sson the topic of the iHomefrond while the NagasakiEscapeScarfandblueprintdrawingsof the
USSMcGuffeyweredisplayedduringthe classsessioronthefi P a cThdatexx
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McGuffey Report Card Now Online

In the interestof minimizing environmentalmpactsand
reducing printing and postal expenses,The McGuffey
Report  Card is available  online at
www.unitsmuohiaedu/mcguffeymuseum/  Archived
newslettersare also available on the website If you
would like a free subscriptionfor printed copiesof the
newsletter, please contact Cindy Fledderman at
5298092 or fleddecs@muohiedu If you have
commentsor short articles you would like to share
please contact Steve Gordon at 5298381 or
gordonsc@muohiedu

Readers on loan!

Last spring Helen Sheumakerintroduced a Reader
Loan Program,in which local educatorsand groups
could borrow up to 20 copiesof the SecondReader
This fall fourth grade Social Studiesteacher,Susan
Greshamof Marshall Elementary,usedthe copiesto
preparestudentsfor their tour of the Museum, and
JaimePribble borrowedseveralcopiesfor her English
as a SecondLanguagestudentswho later touredthe
Museum Several ESL students commentedthey
hopedto buy at leastone copy of the SecondReader
for their home theyall foundit very usefulin learning
English
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What to do in caseof fire? Run A bit tonguein-

cheek, but when faced with a catastrophicthreat to

humanlife, no matterthe value of our collectionat the
Museum,leaving the building is the first responsewe

should take The Museumis taking part in a pilot

program of the Institute of Museum and Library

Services federal grant agency, REPP, (Risk and
EmergencyPlanningProgram) While runningin case
of fire is one option, a visit from EmergencyPlanning
ConsultantAlexandraAllardt of ARTcareresourceof

Newport,Rhodelsland,madeit clearthatthereis much
the University and the Museum can do to avoid a

situationthatrequiresrunningawayatall. In atwo-day
visit, Alexandramet with Museumstaff, the MU Fire

Marshal and City of Oxford Fire Chief, toured the

Museum and off-site storagefacilities, and reviewed
emergencyplanning protocol with Helen Sheumaker
The Museumreceivesa draft report from Ms. Allardt

this month,andwill submitits own plan by April 2009

The benefits for the Museum will be direct and

immediate improvedstandardgreventionprotocol Not

only will the Museum change some of its standard
procedureswhile continuing the many useful steps
alreadyin place,we will introducea Training Session
for volunteersbeginningin fall 2002 In addition,

Museumstaff are beginningthe planning necessaryo

heightenthe Mu s e uahibty to preventemergency
situations,andin the caseof a catastrophewe will have
arecoveryplanin placeto follow.

William Junk
and his wife Frances
visit the Beard bedroom
and the bed where his
sister Janet was born

Steve Gordon

It was a glorious October Friday afternoon when
William and Frances Junk rang the doorbell of

McGuffey Museum Imaginethes t a redctidrsvhen
Mr. Junk introduced himself and told us his
grandparentsWilliam and Martha Beardlived in the
housewhen he was a boy growing up in Washington
Court House,Ohio. What a delight it wasto give the
Junksa nostalgictour throughthe houseandto hearin

vivid detail Mr. J u n kedobectionsof the house,his

family and the Roudebushes It was not long before
we realizedMr. Junkwasgiving us thetour andthathe
had capturedthe minds and heartsof studentswho

happenedo be on tours at the sametime. Further
informationon theJ u n kdmorablevisit will appear
in afutureissueof this Newsletter

Tour Notes - SeptemberQOctoberand Novembersaw over 700 gueststour McGuffey Museum In addition to
increasedvisitation over Family Weekendand Homecomingthe Museumwelcomedgrouptoursthatincludedthe
RedHat Society,SigmaAlpha Epsilonalumni,the Miller-Orsbornefamily, 36 teachersattendingMi a mVluéesim
Resourcedor TeachersWorkshop,classedrom St. JamesSchooland Marshall Elementary,and Miami students

enrolledin ESOLandHistory coursesl1], 214and793

Many know theeightsmalldrawersn Mc Gu f fTablgodrgainsignatureanddatesof studentsattendingMiami
during the late 19" and early 20" centuries In AugustJanetPritchardtouredthe Museumand askedif we could
locatethe signatureof her mother,Lillian Pierson Amazingly, on the insidebottomboardof oneof the drawers,n
pencilcursive,Ms. P i e r samewasintact,signedaround1918whenshewasalfirst yearstudenin the Schoolof

Education

her
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Janet Pritchard holds

a drawer from the
McGuffey Table with
Mot her 6s
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SeptemberStorm - Theremnantf Hurricanelke, the

third most destructivehurricaneto ever hit the United
Statestookits toll on manyof O x f o tredsfsildings
and vehicles Fortunately, McGuffey Museum and its
grounds came through the hurricaneforce galeswith
minimal damage A few asphaltshinglesblew off the
roof and the lawn was coveredwith tree limbs, leaves
and twigs. Staff and volunteers who were at the
Museum Sunday afternoon during the height of the
stormremarkechow solid the housefelt duringthewind
gusts We canall be gratefulthe original brick masons
andcarpentersuilt thehouseto last Thefollowing day,
althoughthe University was closed,the curatornoticed
that the Miami m e n liasketballteamwas helping the
Physical Facilities Department with the massive

Steve Gordon

cleanup While some studentshad demonstratedthe
night beforein front of Lewis Place,othersspenttheir
free time helping the University with the cleanup
efforts McGuffey Museum would like to take this
opportunity to expressits appreciationto the me n 6
basketballteam and assistantcoach Ryan Pedonfor a
bigh a s gathe Wndversitycommunity

Fraternal badge of
Sigma Chi, founded at
Miami University in 1855

Steve Gordon

June Goldner recentlydonatedthis historic SigmaChi

Badgeand many other SigmaChi documentdo Miami

University This badgewasownedby Dr. C. O. Munns

a University of Michigan alumnus After graduationin

1884 Dr. Munnsreturnedin 1891 to his hometownof

Oxford wherehe lived until his deathin 1955 Munns
wasinstrumentalin reviving SigmaC h i Afpka chapter
atii NeMi a mandwas affectionatelyreferredto by
his brothersas the A Ei gfhd thn dok Sigima Chi

fraternity The badgewill be featuredin the exhibit
Brotherhood & Sisterhood The Art and Artifacts of
GreekLetter Societiesat Miami University,18332008

Uni ve
Team

Member s of Mi a mi
Mends Basketball
Storm Cleanup near Irvin Hall

lecentennial Exhibit Celebratesthe Art, Rituals and
Traditions of Greek Letter Societies at Miami
University - Miami University has a rich and storied
Greeklettertradition It wasthe fourth universityin the
nationandthe first westof the AppalachianMountains
to have a studentfraternity establishedon its campus
Long recognizedasthe A Mot &f &r at e r and t
famous for the i Mi aThri i avilamioclaims Alpha
chapterdor threefraternitiesandtwo Alpha chapterdor
sororities In celebration of Mi a miupceming
BicentenniaMcGuffey Museumwill presentanexhibit,
Brotherhood & Sisterhood The Art and Artifacts of
GreekLetter Societiesat Miami University,18332008

This exhibit will highlight the artistic and aesthetic
diversity of Greek letter society traditions and lore at

Miami as expressedthrough printed, photographic,
recordedandthreedimensionabbjects,includingrarely

seen engravings, silver spoons, commemorative
medallions, ceramic objects and archival materials

Miami campuslandmarkssuch as the Beta Theta Pi

campanile and Delta Delta Delta sundial will be

chronicled The exhibit will also feature rare and

unusualobjectsfrom Greek letter societiesassociated
with other college campusesacrossthe United States

This exhibit is made possible through the generous
assistanceand collection loan of Mike Raymond,MU

Classof 1967. The exhibit opensFebruaryl4, 2009and
will beondisplaythroughNovember2009
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