
WELCOME NEW STUDENT AIDES    
AND VOLUNTEER  

McGuffey Museum is pleased to welcome three 
new student aides.  Joe Wachtel is a graduate his-
tory student. He will be compiling a bibliography 
of McGuffey related publications. Lindsay Weals 
and Megan Burness will be working primarily on 
weekends.  Lindsay is a junior majoring in Ele-
mentary Education and Megan, a sophomore, is 
majoring in mass communications.  We also are 
pleased to have Jackie Boone join our dedicated 
group of McGuffey Volunteers. 
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Helen Sheumaker passes along many thanks to 
those who have donated items for Laundry Day, 
April 22, 2007: Bertie Wespiser, a Doubl Handi 
washboard; Marilyn Perkins, a linen dishtowel; 
JoAnne Hagerman, cotton knit long johns (will 
look great on the clothesline, won't they?!); and 
Mary Sue Kallander, who has loaned us her 
childhood toy washing machine for display. And 
thanks to everyone who has been sending Helen 
notes about laundry references they are finding 
in antiques magazines, newspapers, and what 
all.  She is getting quite of file of references! 
 

Helen also says: "Many thanks to all of you who 
provided tours for my students in my Introduc-
tion to Public History course.  The 39 students 
went on individual tours -- most the weekend 
before the due date of their paper.  I received 
some wonderful comments; many students were 
awed by the knowledge that their volunteer do-
cent demonstrated.  I appreciate all your efforts 
with them, and thank you." 

 DONATIONS 

Once again our volunteers and student aides have 
taken the lead in decorating the museum for our 
holiday exhibit.  Volunteer president Mary Sue 
Kallander and volunteers Carolyn Byrom and 
JoAnne Hagerman set the dining room table and 
helped with the parlor and staircase.  Student 
aides Rachel Costello, Beckie Daum, and Diana 
Kotyk along with Administrative Assistant Cindy 
Fledderman set up and trimmed the tree. Thanks 
to Mary Sue Kallander and Carolyn Byron for 
loaning the Museum childrenôs items for the par-
lor and silver for the dining room table. A special 
thanks to Miss Jane Baer for generously loaning 
her ca. 1900 dollhouse for the Museumôs holiday 
display. Be sure to tell your friends and family 
about the cheery, cozy holiday house at McGuffey 
Museum. 
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óTIS THE SEASON  

EDUCATION EXHIBIT  

Next time you are on campus take a moment to 
stop by Upham Hall to see our newly installed 
case exhibit ñOxford, Ohio:  A Legacy of Learning, 
1809-2007.ò  Done at the invitation of Miamiôs 
History Department, the exhibit is located on 
the second floor hallway of Uphamôs south 
wing. 



MUSEUM STAFF OUTREACH 

Helen Sheumaker, Interim Coordinator of       
Museum Education, will present ñSanta Claus, 
Humbug!:A View from 1849ò at the Dec. 5th  
Volunteer Meeting at The Knolls. Helen has     
attended several panels on topics ranging from 
ñChildrenôs Educational Activities That Workò to 
ñWeb Development Techniquesò at the annual 
meeting of the Ohio Association of Historical So-
cieties and Museums in Columbus.  Curator Steve 
Gordon spoke at the same conference. He has also 
given talks to the Citizens for Historic and Preser-
vation Services (CHAPS) annual meeting and was 
keynote speaker at the Pioneer America Societyôs 
annual conference in Springfield, OH.  Steve 
Gordon and Curt Ellison continue to support the 
work of the Butler County Historical Collabora-
tive.  Helen Sheumaker, Steve Gordon and Curt 
Ellison served on an ad hoc committee formed by 
History Chair Mary Cayton to develop a discus-
sion paper on historic preservation at Miami and 
in Oxford that has been given to Dean Karen 
Schilling.  The Bicentennial History Committee 
and the Editorial Board of Miami University, 1809-
2009: Bicentennial Perspectives, are being chaired by 
Curt Ellison, and these groups are meeting in the 
Museum. 

 

McGUFFEY VOLUNTEER  

PUBLISHES BOOK  

Jenny Presnell, Humanities/Social Sciences     
librarian at King Library and vice president of the 
McGuffey Museum volunteers, is the author of a 
new textbook entitled: The Information-Literate His-
torian: A Guide to Research for History Students 
(Oxford University Press, 2007). Presnellôs book 
is geared toward students who are doing histori-
cal research.  It contains research tips, explana-
tions on how historians use sources, and advice 
on how to use research thoughtfully and logically. 
Congratulations, Jenny, on this significant       
accomplishment and also for donating a copy of 
the book to McGuffey Museumôs Reference     
Library. 

HARRIET SPINING McGUFFEY PORTRAIT  

Several of Henrietta McGuffey Hepburnôs journals and reminiscences are part of the Walter Havighurst 
Special Collections in King Library. Writing in April 1902, Henrietta reminisced about her motherôs 
portrait: 
 

It was the fashion when my mother was married for women, just as soon as they were married, to put on caps.  My 
mother followed the fashion and so much did my father like the caps that he was never willing she should go without 
them.  So she wore them all her lifeéSoon after my mother was married my father had her portrait taken in oil and 
she is represented wearing a large lace cap with full lace frills and large bows of pink ribbon on one side.  The like-
ness must have been good because my baby brother Edward Mansfield on being taken into the parlor where the pic-
ture hung held out his little arms to go to it.  We children rushed to our mother calling out ñOh! Ma Eddie knew 
your picture!     
 

Thanks to Betsy Butler, Special Collections Librarian, for sharing this entry. 



BOOK LOOK 

In his excellent One-Room Schools of the Middle West 
(U Press of Kansas, 1994), historian Wayne Fuller 
discusses the wide variety of texts used in public 
school classrooms.  ñMcGuffey Readers and their 
many imitators,ò noted Fuller, ñwere the mainstays 
of country school education in the Middle    
West . . . The orations of great men reproduced in 
their readers were especially appealing to Midwest-
ern farm boys of the late nineteenth century . . . 
long with lofty goals, the readers were designed to 
indoctrinate the children with nineteenth century 
moral lessons they never forgot.ò 

 Miami Stories ORAL HISTORY PROJECT 

There has a been a lot of organized talk going on 
about the historical experiences of faculty, staff 
and alumni at Miami, and McGuffey Museum is 
helping to facilitate these conversations. Valerie 
Elliott, Assistant University Archivist and mem-
ber of the Museum Advisory Board, and Jenny 
Presnell, vice-president of the Museum volun-
teers, are Co-coordinators of the Miami Stories 
Oral History Project, a Bicentennial legacy       
initiative hosted by University Libraries. Curtis 
Ellison, Director of McGuffey Museum and 
Chair of the Bicentennial Planning Committee, 
has been serving as a member of the oral history 
projectôs advisory committee and as an             
interviewer.  

Coordinated by the University Archives, Miami 
Stories invites groups of people who have shared 
experiences ð ð faculty and staff  to offer recollec-
tions of their Miami years and to hear reminis-
cences of others.  A Bicentennial legacy project 
that began in 2005, Miami Stories discussions are 
recorded and stored in digital video formats so 
that future generations may enjoy and study 
them, and scholars may have ready access to 
unique information about Miamiôs past.  Since 
April 2006, thirty-two sessions have been         
recorded. 
 

One of these is a recent interview with Helen 
Bair Owen, a 96 year old McGuffey family de-
scendant and former member of the McGuffey 
Federation of Societies.  Ms. Owenôs great grand-
father married William Holmes McGuffeyôs 
younger sister Harriet McGuffey. 
 

She belongs to the William Holmes McGuffey 
Society of Youngstown, Ohio, the last remaining 
chapter of an organization that is said to once 
have had 100,000 members.  She knew Miamiôs 
W. E. Smith and Dean Minnich, both important 
in the founding of McGuffey Museum, and she 
once attended an event for McGuffey descen-
dants hosted in Dearborn, Michigan by Henry 
Ford.  

On September 7 the Museum hosted a visit from 
President and Mrs. Hodge.  Curt Ellison greeted 
our special guests and gave them a lively tour of 
the Museum and the renovation. Mary Sue      
Kallander helped host the Hodges, and also 
showed them Dean Kallanderôs University of 
Washington letter sweater and Yearbook 
(President Hodge had been on staff at UW for 31 
years). This fall the museum also welcomed a 
group from the Cincinnati Museum Centerôs 
Heritage Program Tours and students from 
McGuffey Foundation School.  Most recently Tim 
Teckman, son of our volunteer JoAnne Teckman, 
toured the museum for the first time since the 
renovation.  We also were visited by Barbara Hep-
burn Gausmann, President A. D. Hepburnôs great-
granddaughter. 

VISITOR UPDATE 

Edna M. Kelly (1922-2006) 

McGuffey Museum has lost a dear friend and    
generous donor with the passing of Edna Kelly on 
October 15 at Sycamore Glen Health Center in 
Miamisburg.  McGuffey Museum will give a more 
detailed tribute to Mrs. Kelly in the near future. 



Lewis Place is currently undergoing renovation for    
President Hodge and the first family. This past October 
two members of Miamiôs Physical Facilities Department, 
while conducting a service visit, discovered an old metal 
tub during an inspection of the attic of Lewis Place.  Next 
to a pipe in the wall, the edge of the disk was barely     
visible beneath a layer of blown-in insulation.  Believing 
it to be another pipe, Physical Facilities employees Ernie 
Sauerland and Victor Conner pulled on the object and 
the bathtub appeared.  They recognized its importance 
and soon contacted the McGuffey Museum.  Lewis Place 
has no record of its existence, and because it was found 
under the insulation it appears to have been hidden for 
some time, perhaps since the 19th century. Harriet and 

Ted Schmitt believe the tub dates from the mid-to-late nineteenth century.  The tub is currently in the care 
of the museum where staff will be researching this unique Miami artifact.  Anyone with knowledge of 19th 
century bathtubs or this tub in particular is encouraged to contact Steve Gordon at gordonsc@muohio.edu 
or 529-8381. 

RUB-A-DUB-DUB!   

ON THE HORIZON . . .  

Victor Conner and Ernie Sauerland, both with                
Miami Physical Facilities, along with Steve Gordon,                

McGuffey Museum Curator, stand with bathtub              
recently found in Lewis Place. 

Sara Eagin, a junior majoring in history, interned at the Museum during fall semester.  
Sara had previous experience working this past summer at the Smithsonian Institution 
in Washington.  Although Sara worked on a number of research topics during her 
time at the Museum we especially appreciate her research and technical assistance with 
the installation of the Upham Hall exhibit.  Thank you Sara for your enthusiasm and 
best of success in your studies! 

McGuffey Museum has not had a conservation assessment since re-opening in 2002.  We have applied for a 
modest Conservation Assessment Program (CAP) grant administered by Heritage Preservation of the      
National Institute for Conservation and the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS). If funded, 
the assessment will provide an overview of the museumôs collections and facilities, as well as its                
environmental conditions and policies related to collections care. 

 

ASSESSMENT GRANT UPDATE  

Jenny Presnell is planning a diverse 
range of topics for the 2007 volunteer 
programs. Among them are John 
Cleves Symmes, mourning jewelry,  
African Americans in Oxford and    
servant girls in the McGuffey House.  
Stay tuned. 

HOLIDAY ORNAMENT -  This yearôs tree        
ornament is Professor McGuffeyôs octagonal table.  
This seems fitting given that the table is arguably the    
best known object in the Museum.  Moreover, the 
table was recently selected by Dr. Phillip R. Shriver   
as ñmy favorite thingò in the Museum.  To read      
Dr. Shriverôs comments go to our website 
www.units.muohio.edu/mcguffeymuseum/ and click on 
ñOur Collectionò and ñMy Favorite Things.ò 

STUDENT INTERN  


