MU Luxembourg:
Call for Proposals

This is a call for proposals to
teach as a Base-Course

Professor for one or two years

at the Miami University

Dolibois European Campus
(MUDEC), Miami University’ s
campus in Luxembourg

To:  Academic Deans, Department Chairs and Faculty

From: Jonathan Levy, Chair of the Miami University Dolibois European Center
Subcommittee of the International Education Committee and Cordelia Stroinigg,
MUDEC Coordinator

Date: January 14, 2008

Re:  Two base course teaching positions at MUDEC. These positions may be for
one year or two, beginning in Fall 2009.

This is a call for proposals from qualified faculty interested in a one- or two-year teaching
appointment at the Miami University John E. Dolibois European Campus (MUDEC) in
Luxembourg. MUDEC is housed in a 15™-century chateau in Differdange, Luxembourg, 17
miles southwest of Luxembourg City, in the heart of Western Europe. Approximately 130
Miami students attend MUDEC each semester, living with host families and engaging in a
rigorous curriculum that focuses on European studies.

There is a three-part process for submitting proposals. The deadline for a one-page
statement of interest is Tuesday, March 4, 2008. The full proposal should be submitted by
Tuesday, April 8, 2008. The third part, after an applicant is accepted, is to prepare full
syllabi and Miami Plan compliance documentation and begin the new-course approval and
Thematic Sequence approval processes by October 1, 2008. Those with an interest in
applying are welcome to contact the Subcommittee Chair, Jonathan Levy (529-1947 or
levyj@muohio.edu), to discuss the details of the application process.



mailto:levyj@muohio.edu

Rewards:

Most MUDEC alumni report that their experiences in the program were among the most
intellectually stimulating and personally enriching of their college years. Students are typically
highly motivated and engaged. MUDEC offers faculty a unique opportunity to participate in this
exciting educational experience. It does, however, require a special sort of commitment. Faculty
should be interested in a teaching assignment that entails a high level of interest in and contact
with students. Full-time MUDEC professors play an important role in student advising,
counseling, and guidance. They typically live on the campus and often dine with the students.
They also participate in the various extracurricular activities sponsored by MUDEC and in
academic and social functions in the Luxembourg community. The Ohio-based faculty at
MUDEC provide the Dean of MUDEC with the support and cooperation needed to maintain the
multiple facets of the Luxembourg program. Past professors and their families have found the
assignment enriching, challenging, stimulating — even thrilling.

Timeline:

Faculty for full-time teaching assignments in Luxembourg need to be identified and appointed

more than a year in advance to permit the necessary planning by the faculty, their departments,

and students who intend to study in Luxembourg. The MUDEC Subcommittee expects to make

its recommendations to the Deanof MUDECa nd t he Pr loytheoesdtofths Sprang f i c e
term, 2008. Decisions are then made by the Dean of MUDEC and the Provost.

Teaching Duties:

For each semester,the Ohio-b ased pr ofessor’ s t e &odtoursesgad-as si gnn
hour base course and a 3-hour related course. Professors may (but are not required to) offer the

same set of courses every semester. Each component is discussed in greater detail in the

paragraphs below.

e Each semester the base course faculty members offer a 4-credit hour Europe-focused course
(with minimum prerequisites) in his/her discipline. The typical class size for a base course is
30-45 students. All MUDEC students are required to take one of four base courses. The base
course for the second semester may be the same as the first semester. If a second, different
base course is proposed, it should be similar to the first semester course in expectations and
pedagogy. Base courses are usually configured so as to become part of a Luxembourg
thematic sequence at MUDEC (see below) and are therefore usually not counted as Miami
Plan Foundation (MPF) courses even if they are based on MPF courses at the Oxford
campus. (No more than one MPF course can be part of a thematic sequence.) The four-hour
base courses must include a significant experiential component: a five-day study tour in
which the professor and students travel together to enhance and illustrate the materials
presented in the classroom. A well-designed study tour will have a mix of academic, topical
and cultural visits, tours, lectures or other experiences. Study tours offer educational
opportunities that are difficult to have on the Ohio campuses. During that week, the study
tours replace the usual class meetings. Study tours have enough academic contact hours to
constitute the equivalent of at least one credit hour. Study tours go to different destinations
as determined by the course content. Base-course faculty assume leadership in organizing,
coordinating and running the tours. Assistance with travel arrangements is provided by the
MUDEC staff.



e Each semester the Ohio-based, base course professors offer an appropriate Europe-focused 3-
credit hour related course (with minimum prerequisites) in his/her discipline. The course
should ideally be part of one of the MUDEC thematic sequences (see below), or it should be
a MPF course that helps students fulfill their other requirements. There are two variations for
the 3-hour course and these are explained below. The first variation must be done at least
one semester per year and, depending on other MUDEC offerings, may be done both
semesters.

0 At least one semester per year, the 3-hour course must beoneof MUDEC’ s mi nii
study tour courses. These courses will include a four-day-long field study tour
(including a weekend) similar in nature to the base-course study tour. Between four
and seven mini-study tour courses will be taught each semester by a combination of
base-course professors, visiting professors and Luxembourg-based professors, and all
MUDEC students will be required to take one of the mini-study tour classes. There
will therefore be between 15 and 35 students per class. As with the base-course study
tour, the mini-study tour should be an integral component of the course, designed to
illustrate and enhance the topics and issues discussed in the classroom. Based on
contact hours and the depth of the academic experience, the actual study tour will be
considered equivalent to approximately one hour of credit. The mini-study-tour
course will therefore meet three hours per week but will meet in the classroom for
only the first seven weeks of the MUDEC semester. In all likelihood the mini-study-
tour will occur in the fifth or sixth week of the semester, followed by one or two
weeks to wrap up the course and process the learning that was accomplished during
the study tour.

0 One semester per year, the 3-hour course may be one without a mini-study tour and
one that meets conventionally, three hours per week for the entire semester. This
course may be one already taught by the applicant in Ohio, but needs to be adapted to
the European setting.

Quialifications:

Interested faculty should possess sufficient familiarity with Europe to be able to incorporate the
modern European environment into their proposed courses, and should welcome a high level of
contact with their students. Faculty are encouraged to contact Jonathan Levy, Chair of the
MUDEC Subcommittee of the International Education Committee and/or colleagues who have
served in Luxembourg in recent years to explo
European Studies curriculum. Some current MU faculty who have taught base courses (formerly
known as core courses) include: John Reynolds, Gerardo Brown-Manrique and Sergio Sanabria,
Architecture; Dennis Sullivan, Economics; Edward Tomarken, English; Tom Klak, Geography;
Jeanne Hey, Political Science; Jonathan Levy, Geology; Ann Fuehrer, Psychology; Alfred
Joseph, Family Studies and Social Work; Kay Sloan, Susan Morgan and Eric Goodman, English.
Current base course professors are Matthew Gordon, History; and Muriel Blaisdell,
Interdisciplinary Studies.

MUDEC Curriculum:
The program at the Chateau de Differdange has included courses in all disciplines, with all
courses focused on European studies. There are approximately 18 part-time European-based


http://netapps.muohio.edu/phpapps/directory/?query_type=simple&query_operator=soundslike&query_string=Gerardo&show=brownmg&start=1

faculty teaching at MUDEC in such areas as history, political science, art history, music, cinema,

French, German, literature, sociology, economics, marketing, ITS and engineering. Two full-

time faculty membersfrom Mi ami ' s Ohi o campuses are appoint
MUDEC, with responsibility for base courses and additional 3-hour courses. Two other base

courses (Business and History) are taught by European-based professors. Additional Ohio-based

MU faculty teach and pursue research in Luxembourg for one semester as Visiting Professors.

MUDEC students are required to take a language course; first- to third-year German and first- to

fourth-year French courses are offered.

MUDECOGs Mi ami PlgaencesThemati ¢ Se

Currently, the John E. Dolibois European Campus offers a choice of two thematic sequences,
described below. The base-coursef ac ul t y me sishoeldall k& apgrapriate fere
inclusion in an appropriate thematic sequence. Alternatively, the 3-hour course may serve the
students as a Miami Plan foundation course. Once appointed, a base-course faculty member
must provide the necessary documentation required for approval of any courses in thematic
sequences.

The following are short descriptions of the current MUDEC thematic sequences: Do not feel
limited by these sequences. In the past, for example, base courses have included natural science
courses. Also, courses that are not good fits for these sequences might fit the new, more general
sequence currently being developed.

LUX 3: Interdisciplinary Sequence

This sequence permits you to draw on the variety of European focused courses available at
the Dolibois European Center to develop an in-depth understanding of the complexities of
contemporary Europe. The emphasis is on an interdisciplinary perspective which links
cultural phenomena and socio-political dynamics. The sequence comprises a base course, a
mini-study-tour course and a choice of one additional course from a companion list of related
courses for a total of at least 9 credit hours. A full list of the courses currently included in
this sequence is available from the Luxembourg Office on request.

LUX 4: The Development of Contemporary Europe i Business Emphasis (a business-
related social-science sequence)

As one of the centers of the European Union, Luxembourg is an ideal place to study Europe
from a business/social science perspective. This sequence permits you to gain a clear
perspective on the cultural, political, and sociological phenomena in the post World War |
period. Students in this unit are required to take the business base course, one of the mini-
study-tour courses plus one course from the companion list of related courses for a total of at
least 9 credit hours. A full list of the courses currently included in this sequence is available
from the Luxembourg Office on request.

Financial and Administrative Considerations:
Significant income tax advantages usually apply for those spending two years abroad.

To help offset the cost of traveling to and living in Luxembourg, the following special financial
arrangements have been approved by the Provost:



e Temporary entry-level replacement positions are usually provided to the faculty
member’' s depart ment whtiattM&DECe or she 1 s on

e A housing allowance of $350 per month for all months resident in Luxembourg, not to
exceed 12 months for one-year appointees or 24 months for two-year appointees

e One round trip airfare to Luxembourg for base-course faculty and family who will be in
residence in Luxembourg for the entire academic year or years. (Airfare will not be
provided for family visits.)

e A relocation allowance of $1500 for a one-year appointment and $3000 for a two-year
appointment

e A baggage allowance of $1500 for single faculty members and $3000 for faculty
accompanied by their family.

e A Foreign Post Allowance based on living costs in Luxembourg adjusted for fluctuations
in the value of the US dollar relative to the Euro.

e The eligibility to apply for a special summer grant of $4000. Please note that this grant is
not possible if the faculty member is already earning his/her maximum allowable summer
income. (See http://www.units.muohio.edu/aao/policies/index.php for details.) The grant
is intended to permit:

a. the undertaking of research not possible during the academic year

b. on-site preparation for the MUDEC course, e.g., obtaining course materials and
planning field work.

One-year appointees may apply for one grant, for the summer prior to the start of their

MUDEC appointment (or the following summer). Two-year appointees may apply for

two such grants, one for the summer prior to their taking up their appointment at the

center, and one for the summer between the two years of the appointment.

Family Considerations:

Families with children have found the MUDEC experience very enjoyable. If you have young or
school-aged children, we recommend that you contact faculty families recently or currently in
Luxembourg, including Jeanne Hey, ITS, and Tom Klak, GEO, (whose son was 2 to 4 at
MUDEC); Jonathan Levy, GLG, and Carole Katz (with two children who attended public
nursery school, kindergarten and 1st grade while in Luxembourg), Kathleen Knight Abowitz,
EDL, and Rob Abowitz, Residence Life, (with two preschoolers); Ann Fuehrer, PSY, (with a
daughter who attended Luxembourg third grade); Kay Sloan, English and David Schloss
(English) with a child who attended the International School; and Alfred Joseph, Family Studies
and Social Work, (with three children in the International School). Currently in Luxembourg as
a base-course professor is Matthew Gordon, History, who has children enrolled in the
International School.

A partial tuition reduction at the International School might be available to Miami faculty
children, pending acceptance to theschool. The per cent age paid by the
depend on the number of children involved.


http://www.units.muohio.edu/aao/policies/index.php

Proposal Process:

1.

A one-page statement of interest (form attached) is due on Tuesday, March 4, 2008.

This is a general description of the proposed courses, prerequisites, and an explanation

whether these are adaptations of existing courses or will be created to suit the Luxembourg
campus. This one-page statement is to be submitted to Jonathan Levy, Chair, MUDEC
Subcommittee of the International Education Committee, Department of Geology (529-

1947, levyj@muohio.edu). All proposals must have the written support of the faculty
member’'s department chair, dean and, I f

The one page proposals are reviewed by the Subcommittee, the Dean of MUDEC and the
Provost’' s of fi c e somecddidstes dill be invited to suttmit a fellv i e w,
proposal.

The full proposal is due on Monday, April 8, 2008 and should also be submitted to
Jonathan Levy. Application forms and descriptions of recent, previous MUDEC base
courses may be obtained from Cordelia Stroinigg, MUDEC Coordinator, 220 MacMillan
Hall (529-5050, stroinc@muohio.edu). The application includes a description of how the
4-hour base course(s) and related 3-hour course(s) will meet the curriculum goals of the
European Center. Applicants must provide a course outline, a draft syllabus, and
preliminary reading list for each course. The five-day field-study tour for the base course
and the 4-day mini-study tour for the 3-hour course also must be described including
possible locations and activities at those locations. You are encouraged to discuss these
essentials with the Subcommittee chair before drafting a full proposal.

The MUDEC Subcommittee reviews the full proposals and advises the MUDEC Dean and
thePr o v 0 s t . Fénal dedisions andeapprovals are made by the MUDEC Dean and
Pr o v o s t. Deisiomsfwill beanade by the beginning of May 2008.

If appointed, the successful applicant must prepare final syllabi for the proposed courses
and a more detailed description of the study tour. The successful applicant must also
provide Miami Plan compliance documentation describing how the courses are appropriate
for the Thematic Sequences and how they comply with the Miami Plan guidelines.
Applicants must begin the processes for course and Thematic Sequence approval by
October 1, 2008. New course approval starts with your Departmental / Divisional process
and requires the University Registrar, Divisional, Subcommittee and MUDEC Dean's
approval. Permanent approval may take as long as 8 months.

app
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Application for a Base Course
Teaching Position at the
Miami University Dolibois European Center

Chiteau de Differdange

MIAMI UNIVERSITY
JOHN E. DOLIBOIS EUROPEAN CENTER

Cover Sheet for One-Page Statement of Interest

Applicant’”s Name

Applicant’s Title (rank and depart ment)

This proposal is for an appointment in 2009/2010 (one-year) or 2009/2011 (two years)
(Circle one)

On an attached page, provide a general description of the proposed 4-hour base course(s) and the
3-hour related course(s). The descriptions should specify any prerequisites and should indicate
whether these are adaptations of existing courses or are courses to be created to suit the
Luxembourg campus.

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION
Applicants must secure the approval of both departmental chair and divisional dean before
submitting their application.

Department Chair:

Signature Approve/Disapprove Date

Divisional Dean:

Signature Approve/Disapprove Date



