Scientific Research Proposal Rubric

1) Identifies and summarizes the problem/question to be Investigated

Inadequate

Minimally Developed

Moderately Developed

Substantially Developed

Research question identified is too broad
or vague fo guide an experiment design.

Has identified an appropriate research
question to be studied, but lacks a
clearly stated objective.

Hypotheses are not stated, are not
testable, or do not address the
objective(s)

Research plan is present in a broad
outline, but lacks specifics.

Uses prior knowledge to identify a
research question to be studied.

Has clearly stated hypotheses that are
testable and directly address the
objective(s}..

Breaks questions dowr into smaller
steps, but has not identiffed all the
complexities and nnances inherent in
the question.

Has an adequate research plan,
although it does not address all the
alternative outcomes that may arise.

Uses prior knowledge to identify a
question to be studied.

Has clearly stated hypotheses thatare
testable and directly address the
objective(s).

Breaks question down into a series of
steps that will lead to an answer.
Identifies complexities and nuances
in the question and explains possible
alternative hypotheses.

Uses these steps to create a thorough
plan: for the research project that can
account for multiple outcomes.

2) Identifies existing, relevant knowledge and views

Inadequate

Minimally Developed

Moderately Developed

Substantially Developed

Review of relevant knowledge is
seriously incomplete.

Major issues are ignored.

Uses some appropriate sources to
discover what is already known about
the system/problem, but omits
important aspects of the problem.

Uses appropriate sources to discover
what is already known about the
system/problem, but does not make
clear connections between this
information and the question to be
investigated.

Little or no justification of relevance to
funding source or call for proposals.

Provides a thorough and relevant
literature review, and makes clear
connections between this information
and the question to be investigated.

Makes direct connection to relevance
of work to funding source or call for
proposals.







