
The InternationaList  

Immigration Updates  
 

TRAVELING OUTSIDE THE US?  
 

You must have your I -20 or DS-2019 signed for travel!!!  If you forget to have your 
document signed, you will have trouble re-entering the US. Each travel signature is valid 
for one year, as long as everything remains accurate and current on your document. To 
have your document signed, simply bring it to OIE during office hours (8-12 and 1-5) �± 
�\�R�X���G�R�Q�¶�W���Q�H�H�G���D�Q���D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�P�H�Q�W�����,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���\�R�X�U���V�L�J�Q�H�G���,-20 or DS-2019, you will need 
your passport and valid F-1 or J-1 visa in order to re-enter the US.  Watch for information 
about renewing your visa in an upcoming newsletter. 
 

APPLYING FOR OPT 
 

If you are an F-1 student who is graduating in December and wants to work in the US, 
keep in mind that USCIS must receive your OPT application no later than 60 days after 
you complete your degree (i.e. by February 17th for December 2009 graduates).  In 
addition, it takes USCIS up to 3 months to process OPT applications and you will not be 
able to start working until your application is approved.  For an OPT packet, stop by our 
office or visit our website: http://www.units.muohio.edu/internationalprograms/
immigration.php#opt. When you are ready to apply, just call OIE (529-5628) to schedule 
an appointment with Molly. 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOUSING DURING BREAK PERIODS  
 

All residence halls close for                           Break (9:00am Nov. 25-12:00pm Nov. 29th) 
Those living on campus must make other housing arrangements during this time.  

 
Follow the link below for information: 

http://www.units.muohio.edu/internationalprograms/pdf/
intl_housing_during_breaks.pdf  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Would you like your event or announcement to appear here??  
 

Fill out the attached form and submit it to Frank Merendino at merendfj@muohio.edu   
by Friday of every week to be included in the newsletter sent the following Tuesday.  

 
THANK YOU!!  

Activities & Announcements  

Advising  
Appointments  

 

NO same day 
appointments!!  

NO walk-ins!! 

Call (513) 529-5628 
and talk to Wynona 
Little to schedule an 

appointment. 

 

Student Spotlight  

Miami University Office of International Education | 216 MacMillan Hall | Oxford, Ohio 45056  

Telephone:  (1) 513-529-5628 | Fax:  (1) 513-529-7383 | Email:   international@muohio.edu 
 

Faculty/Staff Spotlight  

Interested in being featured in 
the Student Spotlight section?  

 
Fill out the attached form and 

return to 
merendfj@muohio.edu  

 
Be sure to include a picture!  

 
Interested in being 

featured in the Faculty/
Staff Spotlight section?  

 
Fill out the attached form 

and return to 
merendfj@muohio.edu  

 
Be sure to include a 

picture!  

Hobbies:  Reading, fiction writing, spending time with my 
daughters. 
 
Brief Description of Research: I am working on the 
development of progressive information access tools for 
engineering students to increase learning outcome and to 
promote life-long learning.  
 
Favorite Memory of Miami So Far : I really enjoyed taking 
my daughters on a tour of all the museums on campus during 
the better part of a day. The kids were delighted with the 
learning experience, and I was impressed with how much 
Miami University has to offer the general public.    
 
Advice For New International Students: I would encourage 
them to seek out Librarians for support as they pursue their 
studies and to establish new friendships with American 
students as much as they possibly can.  
 
Something Interesting About You:  
Prior to serving Miami University, I worked at well known 
automotive manufacturing companies such as Ford Motor 
Company, International Truck and Engine Corp. and 
DaimlerChrysler.   

�:�K�H�U�H���,�¶�P���)�U�R�P 
City/State/Province: Ann Arbor, MI   
Country: USA  
Languages: English  
 
Department  
University Libraries  
 
Education  
MLS University of Michigan  
MA University of Houston  
BA Hiram College   
 
Bio Info  
How long have you worked for Miami:  1 year 
 
Countries Visited:  England, France, Germany, Belgium, 
Switzerland, Canada, Mexico  
 
Place You Would Most Like to Visit: Oslo, Norway, or the 
Greek Islands  
 
Favorite Food: Kentucky Hot Brown (sandwich) 

 
 
 
 
      

Jim Clarke  
 

Engineering  
Librarian  

HOWE CENTER FOR 
WRITING EXCELLENCE 

Conversation Corner  

Please join us for Conversation 
Corner on Fridays! There will 

be free food, American friends, 
and so much fun! Bring your 

friends! 
 

Where: The Commons, 2 nd 
floor McGuffey  

 
When:  5:00 -6:00 p.m., 

Fridays  

Office of International  

Education  

216 MacMillan Hall   

 
1) There are currently 6 international students pursuing a 
�0�D�V�W�H�U�¶�V���L�Q���%�L�R�O�R�J�\�² up 100% from last year  
  
2) The 1991 film Little Man Tate starring Jodie Foster was 
�I�L�O�P�H�G���S�U�L�P�D�U�L�O�\���D�W���0�L�D�P�L�¶�V���2�[�I�R�U�G���F�D�P�S�X�V 
 
3) Ohio shares a border with 5 other states �² Pennsylvania, 
Michigan, West Virginia, Indiana, and Kentucky  
 
4) Afghan President Hamid Karzai will remain in power now 
that his opponent has withdrawn from a runoff election  
 
5) The Miami football team won its first game this past 
weekend against the Toledo Rockets �² Go RedHawks!!  

Chinweike Okpala  

Any student who 
applied for a SSN 

and has not 
received their card 

in the mail yet, 
please contact 

Wynona Little at  
 

littlewb@muohio.edu 

Looking to gain 
amazing leadership 

experience? Interested 
in working closely with 
first year students and 
their family members? 
Want to have the best 
summer of your life? 
Apply to be a Student 

Orientation 
Undergraduate Leader 

(SOUL)!  
 

Visit www.muohio.edu/
orientation/soulapplication  

The Office of 
Residence Life seeks 

your assistance in 
recruiting talented 

individuals to serve as 
Resident Assistants 

for the 2010 -2011 
academic school year   

http://www.units.muohio.edu/saf/
reslife/reslife/employment/

undergrad.php 

�:�K�H�U�H���,�¶�P���)�U�R�P 
City/State/Province:  Anambara   
Country: Nigeria       
Languages: English, Spanish, Igbo and Creole  
 
Education  
Academic Level: Senior   
Semester began at Miami:  Fall 2008 
Major(s): Accounting and Business Economics  
 
Bio Info  
Favorite Food: �,���G�R�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���D���I�D�Y�R�U�L�W�H���I�R�R�G�����7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H��
different kinds of foods and they all taste delicious in their 
own special way.   
 
Favorite Place in the World: Netherlands (the dutch are 
nice) and Switzerland (The scenery is lovely) 
 
Favorite Class or Professor: Thomas Porcano (ACC 
343) �±He knows what he is teaching and he also makes it 
interesting. I strongly recommend you take him for your    
 Accounting tax class.  

 
Awards You Have Won: 2009 Student Leadership 
�$�Z�D�U�G���������������*�O�R�E�D�O���<�R�X�Q�J���/�H�D�G�H�U�¶�V���&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H��
Certificate. 
 
Clubs in Which You Are Involved: Navigators (Christian 
Organization on Campus), Miami University African 
Students Union and AIESEC   
 
Advice For New International Students : Experience life 
and try to make friends from different parts of the world. 
You will become more mature by learning so much from 
them. 
 
Favorite Thing About Miami or Oxford: The air (I know 
that is crazy but you never know how clean Oxford air is 
until you go to a polluted city) and the Scenery 
 
Favorite Memory of Miami so far: POL Summer 2009. I 
made lots of cool friends.  


