
The InternationaList  

Office of International  

Education  

MacMillan Hall Room 216  

September 15th, 2009  

Advising  

Appointments  

 

NO same day 

appointments!!  

NO walk-ins!! 

Call (513) 529-5628 

and talk to Wynona 

Little to schedule an 

appointment. 

Immigration Updates  

 

OPT INFORMATION SESSIONS 
 
If you will be graduating in December and plan to work in the US, you need to apply for 
OPT now!  It takes 3 months for OPT applications to be processed and you cannot start 
working until your application is approved.  OPT informational sessions are a great way to 
learn about the process for applying for OPT and ask questions related to the application 
process, employment while on OPT, etc.  Sessions will take place at the following dates 
and times (you only need to attend one): 
  
Wednesday, September 16, 3:45 -5 PM ï MacMillan 114 (Tomorrow!)  
Thursday, September 24, 3:45 -5 PM ï MacMillan 114  
  
Space is limited!  You must email Molly (mheidemann@muohio.edu) to reserve a spot at 
one of these sessions.  NOTE: If no one signs up for a certain session, that session 
will be cancelled.   Therefore, make sure you sign up ahead of time!  

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

SOCIAL SECURITY ON-CAMPUS VISIT 
 

Donôt miss this opportunity!  
Any SSN questions you may have will be answered!  

 
Social Security officials will be on campus accepting applications on Saturday, 

September 19 in MacMillan Hall Lobby from 9AM until 12PM .  In order to apply for 
your social security number, you need to have a job on campus.   

 
When you have obtained a job, have your manager write a short memo on letterhead 

stationary stating your name, position and where you will be working. Take your letter of 
employment to Wynona Little in 216 MacMillan Hall (OIE) and she will use it to 

complete a letter of enrollment and employment approval for the Social Security Office.  
 

**MAKE SURE TO GET A LETTER FROM THE OIE BEFORE THIS SATURDAY** 
 
You will need to have the following items to complete the application process:  
* Letter from manager  
* Letter from OIE  
* Immigration documents (passport, visa, I -94 card, and I -20)ðoriginals & copies!  
* A completed Social Security application (available at OIE)  
 
THIS IS THE ONLY TIME THE SSN OFFICIALS WILL BE ON CAMPUS THIS 
SEMESTER!! 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    Ask       Molly  
 

 

Dear Molly, 
 
I am a J-1 exchange student this semester and I want to work in the dining 
hall on campus.  I heard that I need authorization.  Is that true?  How can I 
get authorization to work? 
 
 Sincerely, 
 Wanna Werk 
 

Dear Ms. Werk, 
 

Yes, it is true that J-1 students need authorization in order to work on campus.  A 
J-1 STUDENT WHO WORKS WITHOUT AUTHORIZATION IS IN VIOLATION 
OF THEIR LEGAL STATUS!   In order to receive authorization to work on 
campus, send me an email (mheidemann@muohio.edu) stating your name and 
requesting authorization to work on campus.  I can then process your 
authorization in SEVIS and will email you when this is done.  You cannot start 
working until I email you to tell you that your authorization has been processed.  
Thanks for taking responsibility for your status! 
 
 Best wishes, 
 Molly 

 

INTERNATIONAL WOMENôS HEALTH FAIR AND FORUM 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2009 

 
Fair: 10:00am-2:00pm  Forum : 4:00-5:00pm  

Location: 212 MacMillan Hall 
 

Learn what resources and services are available at  
Miami University and within the community that meet your health and wellness needs.  

 
Food and door prizes at the event!  

 
Miami Metro-Blue line from Western Campus and  

Purple Express 1 from East Quad  
 

We are all women, no matter where weôre from! 

________________________________________________________________________ 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT ORGANIZATION  

  
Are You Interested in Strengthening Miamiôs International Community? 

 
ISO welcomes anyone with an interest in international and/or multicultural issues.  Our 
organization aims to increase understanding of international issues, offer dynamic and 

relevant international-themed programming, improve and lobby for the creation of 
international student services, and provide avenues for intercultural exchange at Miami 

University by collaborating with university offices, student organizations and individuals in 
an atmosphere of mutual respect and positive engagement. 

 
Interested? Please contact Tim Kao at kaotw@muohio.edu for more information. 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

COSEP GLOBAL FRIENDSHIPS  
 
 
COSEP Global Friendships is an Oxford-based community organization whose members 

desire to form friendships with international students and help them adjust to the local 
culture. To apply for a COSEP friend, please complete the information requested via the 

following link: 
 

mucosep.org/studentform 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 

 
CONSTITUTION DAY 

 
Thursday, September 17, 2009 

7:00 p.m. 
212 MacMillan Hall 

Free and open to the publicðreception following 
 

On September 17, 1787 our nationôs founders completed one of 
the most important documents ever created.  

 
**Participants will read the Constitution in its entirety and receive a free pocket 

Constitution** 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Would you like your event or announcement to appear here??  
 

Just fill out the attached form and submit it to Frank Merendino at merendfj@muohio.edu  by 
Friday of every week to be included in the newsletter sent the following Tuesday.  

 
THANK YOU!!  

Activities & Announcements  

 
Want to advertise an 

upcoming event on the 
InternationList?  

 
Fill out the attached 
form and submit to 

merendfj@muohio.edu  

Student Spotlight  

Where Iôm From 
City/State/Province: Peking University, Beijing 

Country: China 

Languages: Chinese 

 

Education  
Academic Level: Junior  

Semester began at Miami:  Fall 2009 

Major(s): Finance  

 

Bio Info  

Favorite Food: hot pot, ice cream, fruit and vegetables  
 
Favorite place in the world: Chongqing, China (My hometown!)  
 
Place You Would Like to Visit: Northwestern China  
 

Hobbies: Travel, Reading, Music, Painting and Tennis 

 

Favorite Book: Democracy of American-Chinese Business for 30 years 

 

Favorite Thing About Miami: Rec center! 

 

Favorite Class: Statistics 

 

Clubs/Student Orgs: ISO, CACA 

 

Favorite Memory of Miami So Far: Wandering around our cute campus~ 

 

Additional Info:  I really like trying new things, such as visiting different cities 

and exchanging opinions with people of diverse background to share stories with 

each other. Sometimes I come up with ñcrazyò ideas. But on the whole, Iôm quite 

easy going. 

Miami University Office of International Education | 216 MacMillan Hall | Oxford, Ohio 45056  

Telephone:  (1) 513-529-5628 | Fax:  (1) 513-529-7383 | Email:   international@muohio.edu 

 

 

 

Peirui (Priscilla) Zhang 

Faculty/Staff Spotlight  

Where Iôm From 
City/State/Province: Kingston, RI 

Country: USA 

Languages: English, Chinese, Spanish 

 

Department  

English  

 

Education  
B.A., Swarthmore College, Anthropology  
M.A., University of Massachusetts - Amherst, Chinese Language and Literature  

M.S., Miami University, Computer Science and Systems Analysis  

 

Bio Info  

How long have you worked for Miami:  10 years 

 

Countries Visited:  Colombia, Spain, France, England, Israel, Taiwan (China), 

Thailand, Japan, Hong Kong (China), and Venezuela 

 

Place You Would Most Like to Visit:  China 

 
Favorite Food:  Steak and Ice Cream 

 

Hobbies:  Tennis, Ice-skating, Languages 

 

Favorite Place in the World: My kitchen 

 

Favorite Thing About Miami: Close community and dedicated faculty/staff 

 

Favorite Class to Teach/Event to Coordinate: Academic Preparation and 

Culture (English 106 for International Students) 

 

Organizations: China Business Program, China American Business 

Organization, Chess Club (faculty advisor) 

 

Something Interesting About You:  Iôve taught in three departments in three 

different divisions at Miami! English (CAS), Management Information Systems 

(Business), and Computer Science (SEAS).  

Felice Marcus 

Director of APCP 

English Instructor  

Interested in being 
featured in the Student 

Spotlight section?  
 

Fill out the attached 
form and return to 

merendfj@muohio.edu  
 

Be sure to include a 
picture!  

Interested in being 
featured in the Faculty/
Staff Spotlight section?  

 
Fill out the attached 
form and return to 

merendfj@muohio.edu  
 

Be sure to include a 
picture!  

For more information 

contact  

Rhonda Jackson  

513 - 529 - 0628 or 

jacksorj@muohio.edu 

 
 
 
 

Check out the Miami 
OIE page on 
Facebook!  

 
http://

www.facebook.com/

inbox/?drop&ref=mb#/

pages/Oxford-OH/

Miami-University-

International-Students-

and-

Scholars/119934920334 
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