
The InternationaList 

(Do you have a suggestion for a better name for our newsletter?? See Below!) 

Office of International  

Education  

MacMillan Hall Room 216 

September 8th, 2009 

Advising  

Appointments 

 

NO same day 

appointments!!  

NO walk-ins!! 

Call (513) 529-5628 

and talk to Wynona 

Little to schedule an 

appointment. 

Immigration Updates 

 

ADDRESS UPDATES 

 
You are required by law to report your local address to the OIE within ten (10) days of 
moving.  To update your address with OIE, simply update it in BannerWeb.  Please log 

onto your myMiami account and make sure your current address is correct.  
 
IF THE ADDRESS YOU HAVE IN BANNER IS WRONG, IT WILL ALSO BE WRONG IN 

SEVIS AND YOU WILL BE IN VIOLATION OF YOUR STATUS! 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

OPT INFORMATION SESSIONS 
 
Students who will be graduating in December 2009 may wish to apply for Optional 
Practical Training (OPT) in order to work in their field of study following graduation.  You 
may apply for OPT up to 90 days before your completion date.  OPT informational 
sessions are a great way to learn about the process for applying for OPT and ask 
questions related to the application process, employment while on OPT, etc.  Sessions 
will take place at the following dates and times (you only need to attend one): 
  
Wednesday, September 16, 3:45-5 PM – MacMillan 114 
Thursday, September 24, 3:45-5 PM – MacMillan 114 
  
Space is limited!  Please email Molly (mheidemann@muohio.edu) to reserve a spot at 
one of these sessions.  NOTE: If no one sign ups for a certain session, that session will 
be cancelled.  Therefore, make sure you sign up ahead of time!  
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

 
Social Security officials will be on campus accepting applications on Saturday, 
September 19 in MacMillan Hall Lobby from 9AM until 12PM.  In order to apply for 
your social security number, you need to have a job on campus.  To find a job you may:  
 
1. Visit the Financial Aid office in the Campus Avenue Building (CAB) to see the ―job 

board‖ – a posting of positions on campus  
2. See the manager in the department where you wish to work 
3. Go to https://www.admin.muohio.edu/cfapps/studentemployment/job_list.cfm for a 

listing of student positions available. 
 
When you have obtained a job, have your manager write a short memo on letterhead 
stationary stating your name, your position and where you will be working. Take your 
letter of employment to Wynona Little in 216 MacMillan Hall and she will use it to 
complete a letter of enrollment and employment approval for the Social Security Office. 
 
You will need to have the following items to complete the application process: 
* Letter from manager 
* Letter from OIE 
* Your immigration documents (passport, visa, I-94 card, and I-20) 
* A completed Social Security application (available in 216 MacMillan) 
 
If you miss this opportunity to submit your application for an SSN the Social Security 
office is in Hamilton, Ohio. You will responsible for providing your own transportation. 

 

  

 
JUNGLE JIM’S TRIP – Saturday, September 12th, 2009 

 
Often described as an adventure in grocery shopping, your senses will be 
stretched to the limit from the delectable food samplings, the tantalizing smells 
emanating from the scratch bakery, brightly colored food displays, and 150,000 
different items from over 75 countries around the globe!  
 
http://www.junglejims.com/index.asp 
 
Only $7.00 per ticket!  
Tickets for sale at the Miami University Box Office in Shriver Center 
 
Bus pick-up at Shriver Center at 12:00 p.m.  

Depart Jungle Jim’s at 4:00 p.m. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 
HOUSING INFORMATION 

 
Attention Sophomores: 

 
On Monday, September 14

th
, from 3-6pm in the Shriver Heritage Room, Miami’s 

Associated Student Government (ASG) will present its annual Housing Fair for you to 
meet and talk to the apartment/house owners and managers.  This is a great opportunity 
for you to comparison-shop on where to live next year.  The informal ―deadline‖ for signing 
rental agreements is October 1

st
 2009, that will begin August, 2010!  Many of the best 

houses will be leased for next year within the next month, so it is good for you to start 
planning now. Apartments can generally be leased later, even in late spring. 
 
While shopping for housing, please be aware of Miami’s Referral Partners—apartments 
that have signed a special agreement with Miami to provide special conditions and 
services for Miami’s international students.  Miami university has entered into these 
referral agreements with three apartment complexes to provide the best benefits to our 
international students.  Miami does NOT receive any compensation from the apartment 
complexes. 
 
Miami’s Referral Partners are the following: 
 
Candlewood Terrace Apartments (and Harmony Way International Student Housing 
Program) http://www.candlewoodterrace.com/  (513) 523-6004 
 
Keystone Commons 
http://www.remax-alpha.com/rentals.php   (513) 529-6358 
 
Hawk’s Landing 
http://www.hawkshousing.com/templates/template_acc_cento_res/default.asp?
w=hawkslanding&t=template_acc_cento_res  (513) 523-7666 

**FOR MORE HOUSING INFORMATION SEE THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT** 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

HOWE CENTER FOR WRITING EXCELLENCE  

Citation Practices for International Students 

 

This workshop will provide an overview of the citation process, including why citations are 

needed, how to cite, and resources that can be utilized. This workshop is jointly produced 

by the Libraries and the Howe Center for Writing Excellence.  09-14 -09  4-5pm - 27 King.   

There is a limit of 15 seats, so please register early.  Please contact Arianne Hartsell-

Gundy hartsea@muohio.edu if you have questions  

 

http://www.lib.muohio.edu/workshops/register/621 

 

Conversation Corner 

Please join us for Conversation Corner on Fridays! There will be free food, American 
friends, and so much fun! Bring your friends!  
 
Where: The Commons, 2

nd
 floor McGuffey 

                                                                    
When:  5:00-6:00 p.m., Fridays 
 ______________________________________________________________________ 

 
2009 Volunteer Fair 

 
Mark your calendar! 

 
The 2009 Volunteer Fair will be held Wednesday, September 9, from 12:30 – 3:30 
p.m. in the Shriver Multipurpose Rooms A, B, and C. This event features 
representatives from area community service agencies who need volunteers to make their 
programs work! We hope you will stop by and take advantage of this opportunity to 
network with local agencies and learn about the many ways that you can serve in our 
local community and beyond.   
 
Contact Carol Bowles for more information at 529.2961 or bowlesce@muohio.edu.  
 ______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Latin American and Caribbean Festival  

Friday, September 11th 2009 
 

Miami University's annual UniDiversity festival, celebrating Latin American and Caribbean 
culture, will be held 5:30-10 p.m. Friday, Sept. 11, at the Uptown Parks in Oxford.  

 
Music, dance, food, crafts, children’s activities and information booths featuring the 

peoples and cultures that are cumulatively emerging as the largest minority group in the 
U.S. are all part of the free festival.  

 
http://www.cawc.muohio.edu/ 

 
**See Attached flyer** 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

International Women’s Health Fair and Forum 
Tuesday, September 22, 2009 

 
Time: Fair 10:00am-2:00pm  

       Forum 4:00-5:00pm  
Location: 212 MacMillan Hall 

 
Learn what resources and services are available at  

Miami University and within the community that meet your health and wellness needs.  
 

Food and door prizes at the event! 
*Free transportation to MacMillan Hall from Clawson Hall and Collins Hall between 

10:00am and 2:00pm. 
or 

Miami Metro-Blue line from Western Campus and  
Purple Express 1 from East Quad  

 
We are all women, no matter where we’re from! 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Would you like your event or announcement to appear here?? 
 
Just fill out the attached form and submit it to Frank Merendino 
at merendfj@muohio.edu by Friday of every week to be 
included in the newsletter sent the following Tuesday.  
 
THANK YOU!! 

Activities & Announcements  

ATTENTION!! 

A watch was lost at the 

International Student 

Orientation.  

Please see Wynona 

Little at the OIE front 

desk if you think the 

watch may be yours. 

 
Want to advertise an 

upcoming event on the 
InternationList? 

 
Fill out the attached 
form and submit to 

merendfj@muohio.edu 

Student Spotlight 

Where I’m From 
City/State/Province: Beijing 

Country: China 

Languages:  Chinese, English 

 

Education 
Academic Level: Sophomore  

Semester began at Miami:  Fall 2008 

Major(s): Finance & Accounting 

 

Bio Info 

Favorite Food:  Soup Noodles 

Favorite place in the world: Beijing 
Place You Would Like to Visit: London 
Countries Visited: Germany, France, Malaysia, and Holland 

Favorite Thing About Miami: Hockey Team 

Favorite Memory of Miami So Far: The final game night of NCAA Hockey game 

Clubs/Student Orgs: AKPsi , Vice President of Chinese Scholar & Student 

Friendship Association  

Advice for New International Students: Miami is great stage for you to show 

your energy. Just try your best! 

Additional Info:  I am very glad to become the Vice-president of Chinese 

Scholar & Student Friendship Association. This year, I will release all my energy 

and passion on our organization to serve for all Chinese on the Oxford campus. 

At the same time, I together with all CSSFA members, will try our best to let 

American and other international students better understand Chinese culture. 

Miami University Office of International Education | 216 MacMillan Hall | Oxford, Ohio 45056  

Telephone:  (1) 513-529-5628 | Fax:  (1) 513-529-7383 | Email:   international@muohio.edu  

 

 

 

Renzhong (Austin) Ma 

VP of CSSFA   

Faculty/Staff Spotlight 

Where I’m From 
City/State/Province: Lorain, OH 

Country: USA 

Languages: English 

 

Department 

Howe Writing Center 

 

Bio Info 

How long have you worked for Miami:  10 years 

Countries Visited:  I’ve never left the U.S.  

Place You Would Most Like to Visit:  England, Scotland and Ireland 

Favorite Food:  Shrimp Fried Rice 

Hobbies:  Knitting, Baking, Quilting, Yoga 

Favorite Thing About Miami: About Miami—the commitment of faculty, staff, 

and administration to providing a high-quality education for every Miami student.  

Favorite Thing About Oxford—I love the small town atmosphere, although it did 

take me a couple of years to adjust to it! 

Favorite Class to Teach/Event to Coordinate:  I love teaching first-year 

students, no matter what the course. 

Favorite Memory of Miami So Far:  Opening day of the Howe Writing Center— 

we were all so excited!  My second favorite, though, is teaching a group of 

exchange students from Korea this past summer.  It was a completely new 

experience, and very rewarding, experience for me. 

Something Interesting About You:  Hmmm...that’s a hard one.  Maybe that I 

know how to read Tarot cards! 

Kate Francis 

Manager 

Student Writing Center

Interested in being 
featured in the Student 

Spotlight section? 
 

Fill out the attached 
form and return to 

merendfj@muohio.edu 
 

Be sure to include a 
picture! 

Interested in being 
featured in the Faculty/
Staff Spotlight section? 

 
Fill out the attached 
form and return to 

merendfj@muohio.edu 
 

Be sure to include a 
picture! 

To watch a video tour of 
King Library in Chinese 

click here:  

http://www.lib.muohio.edu/
media/tour_chinese.mov  

 
 

Check out the Miami OIE 
page on Facebook! 

 
Just search for “Miami 
University International 
Students and Scholars” 

on Facebook and become 
a fan for important 

updates! 

The OIE staff wants your 
opinion! 

 
Can you think of a better 
name for our newsletter? 

 
Submit your suggestions 

to Frank 
merendfj@muohio.edu 
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