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Religion in Russian History and Culture
Tues/Thurs, Time & Place, TBA





Kenworthy
This course explores the role of religion in Russian history and culture from Russia’s conversion to Christianity in 988 to the present day. Beginning with an introduction to the history, beliefs, and practices of Eastern Orthodox Christianity, this course will explore the development of Orthodoxy in medieval Russia, focusing particularly on saints’ lives, iconography and architecture.  It will also examine the history of Orthodoxy in modern Russia, including spirituality and religious themes in literature and thought.  Particular attention will also be given to Judaism and other religions in the Russian Empire and their interaction with Russian Orthodoxy. Finally, the course will consider the fate of religion in Soviet and post-Soviet Russia.

This Course And The Principles Of The Miami Plan
           a. Critical Thinking:  This course requires students to think critically about 
b. Understanding Contexts:  
c. Engaging with Other Learners:  
d. Reflecting and Acting:  
Assessment
Assessment of the four portions of the Miami Plan for Liberal Education will be performed in three ways.  First, the group of professors teaching this course will meet after the completion of each semester in which the course was taught to discuss the effectiveness of the course in reaching the goals of the Miami Plan.  Second, at the end of the semester, the professor will hand out an evaluation form, with a selection of open and closed questions, in order to assess the students’ perception of how well the goals of the Miami Plan were met.  Finally, for one of the shorter papers and for the final paper, the professor will use a rubric to determine how well the students are progressing within each of the goals of the Plan. 

Evaluation & Grading

Requirements: 

1. Mid-term examination (15 percent) (Oct. 1 or Oct. 3)

2. 5-7 Page paper (30 percent) (due Nov. 26)

3. Final examination (30 percent).

4. Active participation in class discussions (25 percent)

Students must prepare three (3) analytical questions for each class for the class discussion, to be emailed to me by 9.00 am each day of class. These questions are mandatory and constitute part of the grade for class participation.

The paper is to be on a topic to be approved by the instructor. 

Required Texts:

John Meyendorff, The Orthodox Church
Nicholas Zernov, The Russians and their Church
Serge A. Zenkovsky (ed.), Medieval Russia’s Epics, Chronicles, and Tales

Alexander Schmemann, Ultimate Questions: An Anthology of Modern Russian Religious Thought
Leo Tolstoy, A Confession
Nikolai Leskov, On the Edge of the World
The Way of a Pilgrim and the Pilgrim Continues His Way, trans. Olga Savin

Yves Hamant, Alexander Men: A Witness for Contemporary Russia
Reader Available at Oxford Copy Shop

Week 1 (Aug. 20-22): Introduction to Eastern Orthodox Christianity


Aug. 20: Course Introduction


Aug. 22: Eastern Orthodox History: Ecumenical Councils & Byzantium



Readings: Meyendorff, The Orthodox Church, pp. vii-xi, 1-53

Week 2 (Aug. 27-29): Eastern Orthodoxy (con’t)


Aug. 27: Eastern Orthodoxy: Beliefs, Practices, Structures



Readings: Meyendorff, The Orthodox Church, pp. 55-91; 173-87


Aug. 29: The Conversion of the Slavs; Eastern Orthodoxy Today



Readings: Dimitri Obolensky, “Sts. Cyril and Methodius, Apostles of the Slavs,” in Obolensky, Byzantium and the Slavs (Crestwood, NY, 1994), pp. 205-17.



Roman Jakobson, “St. Constantine’s Prologue to the Gospel,” St. Vladimir’s Seminary Quarterly 7 (1963): 14-19



Meyendorff, The Orthodox Church, pp.129-38; 189-214; 232-37 



Recommended:  Meyendorff, The Orthodox Church, pp. 145-65; 222-27

[No class Tuesday, 3 Sept]

Week 3 (Sept. 5-10) Kievan Christianity (988-1240)


Readings: Nicholas Zernov, The Russians and their Church, pp. 3-17


Sept. 5: Russian paganism; The Conversion of Rus’ (988)



Readings: Russian Primary Chronicle, pp. 82-84; 93-126



Zenkovsky, Medieval Russia’s Epics, pp. 85-90



Meyendorff, The Orthodox Church, pp. 93-109 



Recommended: Zenkovsky, Medieval Russia’s Epics, pp. 43-77


Sept. 10: Kievan Christianity




Readings: Zenkovsky, Medieval Russia’s Epics, pp. 90-92; 101-8; 116-160




Recommended: Zenkovsky, Medieval Russia’s Epics, pp. 92-100; 108-16

Week 4 (Sept. 12-17): Mongol Domination and the Rise of Muscovy (1240-1505)

Readings: Nicholas Zernov, The Russians and their Church, pp. 18-53


Sept. 12: Mongol Domination; St. Sergius 



Readings: Zenkovsky, Medieval Russia’s Epics, pp. 224-36; 243-48; 262-290; 315-32 




Recommended: Zenkovsky, Medieval Russia’s Epics, pp. 236-42; 259-62; 290-314


Sept. 17: The Rise of Muscovy; Iconography & Architecture



Readings: Mikhail Alpatov, “The Historical Significance of Andrei Rublev,” pp. 140-45 in Kaiser and Marker, Reinterpreting Russian History



Leonid Ouspensky, Theology of the Icon, vol. 1: 151-94

Week 5 (Sept. 19-24): Muscovite Russia (1505-1700)

Readings: Nicholas Zernov, The Russians and their Church, pp. 54-112 


Sept. 19: “Possessors” vs. “Non-Possessors”; Moscow-Third Rome; Religion & gender



Readings: Zenkovsky, Medieval Russia’s Epics, pp. 391-99



“Filofei’s Concept of the ‘Third Rome’” in B. Dmytryshyn, Medieval Russia: A Source Book, 850-1700, 3rd ed., pp. 259-61



The Domostroi, ed. and trans. Pouncy, pp. 176-90



Eve Levin, “Sexuality in Muscovy,” pp. 218-22 in Kaiser and Marker, Reinterpreting Russian History 



“The Problem of Old Russian Culture”: Florovsky, Andreyev, Billington. In: Thomas Riha (ed.), Readings in Russian Civilization, vol. 1: 213-31 


Sept. 24: 17th Century Church Reform and Schism



Readings:
Zenkovsky, Medieval Russia’s Epics, pp. 399-448 

Week 6 (Sept. 26-Oct. 1): Imperial Russia (1700-1917)

Readings: Nicholas Zernov, The Russians and their Church, pp. 113-131


Sept. 26: The Church Reforms of Peter the Great



Readings: Documents in James Cracraft (ed.), Major Problems in the History of Imperial Russia, pp. 118-25 


“The Clergy and Religious Communities,” pp. 334-39 in Daniel Kaiser and Gary Marker (eds), Reinterpreting Russian History


Richard Pipes, “The Church as Servant of the State,” in Russia under the Old Regime, 221-48 



G. L. Freeze, “Handmaiden of the State? The Orthodox Church in Imperial Russia Reconsidered,” Journal of Ecclesiastical History 36 (1985): 82-102 


Oct. 1: Midterm; Film clip: Andrei Rublev

Week 7 (Oct. 3-8): Russian Spirituality

Readings: Nicholas Zernov, The Russians and their Church, pp. 132-140


Oct. 3: Enlightenment Orthodoxy, Romanticism, and the Revival of Hesychasm



Readings: The Way of the Pilgrim, Forward + pp. 1-92


Oct. 8: The Revival of Monasticism in 19th century Russia; elders



Readings: The Way of the Pilgrim, pp. 95-183 

Week 8 (Oct. 10-15): Russian Religious Thought


Oct. 10: The Slavophiles.



Readings: Alexander Schmemann, Ultimate Questions, pp. 29-69


Oct. 15: Vladimir Soloviev



Readings: Alexander Schmemann, Ultimate Questions, pp. 71-134 

Week 9 (Oct. 17-22): Religion in Russian Literature


Oct. 17: Tolstoy



Readings: Leo Tolstoy, Confession

Oct. 22: Dostoevsky



Readings: 
From Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov: “Elders,” pp. 25-31; “Women of Faith,” pp. 46-53; “The Grand Inquisitor,” pp. 246-64; “The Russian Monk,” pp. 287-301; 313-324


Recommended: “The Dream of the Ridiculous Man,” from Dostoevsky, The Eternal Husband and Other Stories, trans. Richard Pevear and Larissa Volokhonsky, pp. 278-300 

Week 10 (Oct. 24-29): Russia’s Other Religions


Oct. 24: Christianity: Catholics, Uniates, Protestants, Sectarians



Readings: Geoffrey Hosking, “The Russian Empire: How and Why?” pp. 3-41 in Russia: People and Empire


Gerd Stricker, “German Protestants in Tsarist Russia and the Soviet Union,” Journal of the American Historical Society of Germans from Russia 11 (1988): 49-61


Oct. 29: Non-Christian Religions: Islam, Buddhism, Shamanism



Readings: Mircea Eliade, “Shamanism: An Overview,” and Anna-Leena Siikala, “Siberian and Inner Asian Shamanism,” in Encyclopedia of Religion, vol. 13: 201-15.



Andreas Kappeler, “Czarist Policy toward the Muslims of the Russian Empire,” pp. 141-56 in Muslim Communities Reemerge



Anna Zelkina, “Islam and Society in Chechnia: From the Late Eighteenth to the Mid-Nineteenth Century,” Journal of Islamic Studies 7 (1996): 240-64

Week 11  (Oct. 31-Nov. 5): Judaism in Russia


Oct. 31: The Jewish Question: 18-19th Centuries



Readings: Hans Rogger, “The Question of Jewish Emancipation: Russia in the Mirror of Europe,” pp. 1-24 in Jewish Policies and Right-Wing Politics in Imperial Russia


The Oxford Book of Jewish Stories, pp. 30-53; 64-67


Nov. 5: Jews in Russia and the Soviet Union: The 20th Century



Readings: The Oxford Book of Jewish Stories, pp. 89-96; 125-34



Zvi Gitelman, A Century of Ambivalence: The Jews in Russia and the Soviet Union, pp. 1-38



M. Agursky, “The Jewish Problem in the Russian Religious Radical Right,” Ostkirchliche Studien 36 (1987): 39-44.

Week 12 (Nov. 7-12): Orthodox Missions; Religion & Culture


Nov. 7: Orthodox Missions



Readings: Nikolai Leskov, On the Edge of the World



Meyendorff, The Orthodox Church, pp. 165-67


Nov. 12. Religion & Culture, Fin-de-siécle



Readings: Anton Chekhov, “Easter Eve,” “The Murder,” and “The Bishop”



Vladimir Morosan, “Liturgical Singing or Sacred Music? Understanding the Aesthetic of the New Russian Choral School,” pp. 124-30 in William C. Brumfield and Milos M. Velimirovic (eds), Christianity and the Arts in Russia. 

Week 13 (Nov. 14-19): The Russian Religious Renaissance


Nov. 14: The Silver Age.



Readings: Alexander Schmemann, Ultimate Questions, pp.135-72; 225-40



Recommended: Schmemann, Ultimate Questions, pp. 173-223


Nov. 19: Émigré religious thought after 1917



Readings: Alexander Schmemann, Ultimate Questions, pp. 241-309

Week 14 (Nov. 21-26):  Religion in the Soviet Union, 1917-53

Readings: Nicholas Zernov, The Russians and their Church, pp. 141-67


Nov. 21. Religion during the Russian Revolution, 1917-1932



No Readings; Evening: Film “Fr. Sergius”


Nov. 26: The Stalin era, 1932-1953



Readings: Meyendorff, The Orthodox Church, pp. 111-28; 167-71



Hamant, Alexander Men, pp. 1-56

[No Class Nov. 28: Thanksgiving]

Week 15 (Dec. 3-5) Religion in Soviet and Post-Soviet Russia, 1953-2000

Readings: Nicholas Zernov, The Russians and their Church, pp. 168-83


Dec. 3: The Khrushchev-Brezhnev era, 1953-1985



Readings: Meyendorff, The Orthodox Church, pp. 138-45



Hamant, Alexander Men, pp. 59-132


Dec. 5: Perestroika and the Post-Soviet era, 1985-2000



Readings: Meyendorff, The Orthodox Church, pp. 215-22; 227-31



Hamant, Alexander Men, pp. 133-206
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