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Political Science 331 – Fall 2006

DEVELOPMENT OF THE SOVIET POLITY

Monday – Wednesday – Friday, 2:00 – 2:50

313 Harrison Hall

Professor Venelin I. Ganev

Office: Harrison 316

Phone: 529 2334

e-mail: ganevvi@muohio.edu

Office hours: Monday, 10:00 – 11:30, Tuesday, 11:30 – 1:00, and by appointment.

THE COURSE

The primary objective of this class is to survey social and political developments in the Soviet Union, from the fall of the Romanov dynasty to the rise of Boris Yeltzin as Russia’s first popularly elected president. We will explore the principal stages of Soviet history (1917-1991), examine the major problems confronting communist-dominated societies and analyze the dynamics of change in the Soviet political system. The class will be divided in two parts. During the first part we will study the Bolsheviks’ coming to power, the Russian Civil War, the economic and political reforms launched by the communists in the 1920s and the consolidation of Stalinism in the early 1930s. During the second part of the class we will turn to the evolution of the Soviet regime under Khrushchev and Brezhnev, the rise of Gorbachev, the radical reforms implemented in the late 1980s (“glasnost” and “perestroika”) and the implosion of the Soviet system. 

Apart from enriching the students’ knowledge about some of the most important historical events of the 20th century, the class is designed to accomplish two additional objectives. First, this course will provide the empirical and conceptual knowledge that will enable students to comprehend and analyze post-Soviet – or contemporary Russian – politics. What legacies did the Bolsheviks leave behind? What is the provenance of the problems Russia faces in its progress towards democracy and liberal market economy? What should be the proper focus of the study of postcommunist politics? – these are some of questions we will consider towards the end of our class. Second, it will stimulate students to think about what we, as observers, can learn from the communist experience about the basic processes and enduring conflicts that constitute modern politics.

During the first part of the course, classes will be conducted primarily in lecture format, even though students are encouraged to ask questions about – or express their views of – the readings. During the second part of the course, we will switch to a discussion format: everyone should be prepared to comment upon the readings assigned for the respective week. Failure to participate in these discussions will result in a lower grade. 

Attendance is mandatory. For every three unexcused absences I will take half a point off the final grade (e.g. an “A-“ will be lowered to a “B”). Please note that the quizzes, the midterm exam and the final will have to be taken on the days specified in the class schedule – no exceptions will be allowed!
EVALUATION

Student performance in the course will be evaluated on the basis of two quizzes, a mid-term examination, in-class participation and a final exam.

Quizzes (Sept.20 and Nov.3): 

20% of the grade
Participation:


 
20% of the grade
Mid-Term (October 6): 


25% of the grade
Final (Monday, December 11, 9:45): 
35% of the grade
The two quizzes will be designed to test factual knowledge and understanding of important periods of Soviet history. The October mid-term exam will cover readings and lectures; sample questions will be distributed in class prior to the exam. The final exam will consist of short-answer and essay questions; a review sheet of the final will be provided.

Opportunities for earning extra credit will be announced in class.

READINGS

Students will have to purchase the following books:

1. Sofia Petrovna, by Lidiya Chukovskaya                               

2. The Soviet Tragedy: A History of Socialism in Russia, 1917-1991,  by Martin Malia 

3. The Gorbachev Factor, by Archie Brown

Additional required readings are put on electronic reserve; the password is 883172. In the Schedule below, the Electronic Reserve is referred to as ER.
SCHEDULE
August 23: Introduction to the class
August 25, 28 and 30, September 1: Russia Under the Old Regime. Lenin, Marxism and the Bolshevik Revolutionary Project.
Malia, Chapters 1 and 2

ER
Richard Pipes, The Communist System

ER
Neil Harding, Leninism

Note: There will be no class on Monday, September 4, Labor Day, but there will be a class on Tuesday, September 5, Monday/Tuesday Exchange Day!
September 5, 6 and 8: The Revolution and the Civil War
Malia, Chapters 3 and 4

ER
John Keep, The Countryside in Revolt

ER
Orlando Figes, A People’s Tragedy

September 11, 13, 15, 18 and 20: The Soviet Union in the 1920s: From NEP to the Rise of Stalin
Malia, 5 and 6

ER
Stephen Cohen, Bukharin and the Bolshevik Revolution

ER
Robert C. Tucker, Stalin in Power, Chapters 3 and 4

The first quiz will be held on Wednesday, September 20! 

September 22, 25, 27 and 29: The Soviet System Under Stalin
Lidiya Chukovskaya, Sofia Petrovna, entire

Malia, Chapter 7

ER
Robert C Tucker, The Terror Process

ER
Lev Kopelev. The Education of a True Believer

October 2 and 4: The Debate About Stalinism
ER 
Stephen Cohen, Bolshevism and Stalinism

ER
Leszek Kolakowski, Marxist Roots of Stalinism

The MIDTERM EXAM will be held on Friday, October 6!

October 9 and 11: The Soviet Planned Economy
ER
Janos Kornai, The Socialist Economy

ER
Sheila Fitzpatrick, Hard Times

October 13 – MIDTERM BREAK!
October 16, 18 and 20: The Rise and Fall of Khrushchev
Malia, Chapter 9

ER 
Nikita Khrushchev, Secret Speech at the 20th Congress

ER 
George Breslauer, Khrushchev Reconsidered

October 23, 25 and 27: The Brezhnev Era
Malia, Chapter 10

ER
Timothy Colton, Brezhnev’s Ambiguous Legacy

ER
Mary McAuley, The administrative-command system

October 30 and November 1: Party Privileges and Everyday Lives
ER
Michel Voslensky, Nomenklatura: The Soviet Ruling Class

ER
Vladimir Schlapentokh, A Normal Totalitarian Society

ER
Letters to the Editor

Second Quiz will be held on Friday, November 3!
November 6, 8 and 10: The Origins of Perestroika
Malia, Chapter 11 

ER
Ken Jowitt, Gorhachev: Bolshevik or Menshevik?

ER
Aileen Kelly, Keeping the Sparks Alive

November 13, 15 and 20: Gorbachev in Power
Archie Brown, Chapters 4-6

EP
Nina Andreeva, I cannot forego principles

Note: there will be no class on November 17 – Professor Ganev will be out of town!

November 22 and 24 – Thanksgiving!
November 27, 29 and December 1: The Collapse of the Soviet Union

Malia, Chapter 12

Brown, Chapter 8

ER
Leslie Holmes, Theories of the Collapse of Communist Power

ER
David Remnick, The Revolution Underground

December 4 and 6: The Legacies of the Soviet Union
ER
Stephen Hanson, The Leninist Legacy and Institutional Change

ER
Stephen Kotkin, Democracy Without Liberalism?

December 8: Concluding lecture; preparation for the final. 
The final exam will be held on Monday, December 11, at 9:45! 
