POL 420/520 
Engendering Communism, Nationalism, & Fundamentalism: Women along the Silk Road 
Karen Dawisha, Professor of Political Science 
 

The course will be designed to examine the intersections between politics, religion, nationalism, conflict and development both as they affect women and as they are affected by the role of women in the societies ranging from the Middle East, through Central Asia, to China. The course is designed to examine these issues across both time and culture, looking not only at how individual countries have changed, but also comparing how groups of countries have reacted to similar challenges facing women. Students will have the opportunity and obligation to write intensively about the materials presented in the course, making presentations themselves, and presenting final research results. The course is designed as a senior/graduate seminar, available only to students who have requisite courses in Russian studies, Middle Eastern Studies, East Asian Studies, Women’s Studies, and Political Science. 

Grade Method. 
All written work will be assessed using the following criteria: Analytical strength; presentation (grammar, spelling, organization, and annotation); and knowledge of reading. The following are required components of the grade: 


1. Two typed three-page critiques of the readings for two of the seminars: the reviews are 
NOT reports, and a repetition of the readings’ contents is not sought. Rather you should 
restate the readings’ main themes, and consider the answers it provides to questions 
posed in the topic. To be posted on Blackboard by 8am ON THE MONDAY before class. 
You may choose any weeks you wish. 20 points. 


2. A study guide for one of the films. Students should preview the film, prepare a one-
page guide to the selected film, setting out the main characters and themes. TO BE 
POSTED BY 8AM ON THE MONDAY BEFORE CLASS. Present the guide briefly (10 
minutes). In those weeks where we are not going to see the film in class, you may present 
excerpts. 20 points. 


3. A class presentation on one of the themes in the syllabus. The presentation should be 
approximately 15 minutes in length, and should respond to the key issues raised in the 
readings for that week. Assigned in advance–must be on a different week than the 3-page 
critiques. 30 points. 


4. Final Exam. Because of the wide variety of cases and readings, the final will be open 
book, open journal. You will have two essays to write out of several choices. 30 points. 

Graduate Students: Must hand in 5 reading critiques and a final paper instead of the in-class final. 


Topic 1: Revolutions, Social Change and Women’s Agendas:

What have been women’s agendas in the great revolutions of the 20th century? How much did revolutions address them? What level of activism did women engage in during revolutions–what alternatively inspired and limited their engagement? How were revolutionary outcomes affected by women’s involvement or lack thereof? What happened after the revolution to women’s issues and aspirations? Compare outcomes for the Bolshevik revolution in Russia, the Chinese revolution, the Algerian revolution, and the collapse of communism. 

Films: “My Face was in a Dark Prison” from Three Songs of Lenin (1934)–we will watch all. 
Raise the Red Lantern (China)–excerpts
Battle of Algiers (Nationalist, anti-imperialist)–all 
Old Women (Starykhi) Russia/post-Soviet– excerpts 

Readings: Gregory Massell, The Surrogate Proletariat
Jung Chang, Wild Swans: Three Daughters of China 
Mernissi, Harem Within 
Moghadam, Gender and National Identity: Women and Politics in Muslim Societies 
Drakulic, How We Survived Communism and Even Laughed 

Tues. 23 Aug. Introduction to the course 

Tues. 30 Aug. ‘My Face was in a Dark Prison’ from Three Songs of Lenin (1934) and Massell. We will watch in class. Why did the Bolsheviks need a surrogate proletariat. What was the condition of women before and after the Bolshevik Revolution? 

Tues. 6 Sept. NO CLASS (M/T Exchange day) 

Tues. 13 Sept. Raise the Red Lantern and Jung Chang. What has changed and what has stayed the same in China’s rural life since the revolution? What difference has state policy made in improving women’s lives? What social norms and customs are upheld by women that affect their lives? 

Tues. 20 Sept. Battle of Algiers and Moghadam Why did women become part of the struggle for independence, did they have any unique interests or grievances? What was the reaction of their families to their participation? What was the nature of the relationships formed during the revolutionary period, and how did they change after the revolution? How did colonial power affect and construct identity? 

Tues. 27 Sept. Old Women and Drakulic. How were gender relations constructed in the Russian vs. the Tadjik societies? What was their mutual image? What were the women’s views of their current post-Soviet situation and opportunity structure? In Drakulic, why was the price of communism so high for intellectuals like Tanya in Ch. 1? What circumstances did everyone share under communism, and what deprivations, if any, were unique to women (ch.11)? Do you feel comfortable/uncomfortable with her emphasis on consumer rights? What were her misgivings about the leftists’ critiques of communism in ch. 13? In ch. 6 Drakulic admits that just as she suffered from an enforced ideology of communism, her ‘emancipated daughter’ has to ‘pay a toll’ to an ideology as well, this time of feminism. How high is the toll and what do you feel about this comparison?

Topic 2: Women, Fundamentalism in Religion, and Politics 

To what extent has the adoption of fundamentalist versions of religious beliefs affected the place and stature of women in these polities? Compare the debates about women’s place within religions between the ‘reform’ or ‘liberal’ interpretations of a religion and its ‘orthodox’ or ‘fundamentalist’ wings. Consider the similarities and differences between religions in their approach to, and treatment of, women and women’s issues. 

Films: Half God’s Kingdom (documentary)–all 
Wedding in Galilee (Israeli-Palestinian co-production)–all 
Veiled Revolution (Elizabeth Fernea, documentary)–all 

Readings: Ahmed, Women and Gender in Islam 
Souef, In the Eye of the Sun 
Emmet, Our Sisters’ Promised Land 
Fernea, In Search of Islamic Identity 
Ferguson, Women and Religion 

Tues. 4 Oct. Veiled Revolution and Ahmed. The film and readings consider both the origins of the treatment of women in Islam and its contemporary impact, particularly in the politics of the veil. Consider why the current discourse on the veil is so entwined with Islamic society’s interaction with the West. 

Tues. 11 Oct. Wedding in Galilee and Emmet and Fernea Ch. 8. The film is an Israeli-Palestinian co-production, contrasting life in Palestinian and Israeli society, with particular emphasis on the contrasting role of women. What messages did the film-makers convey in the contrasts between Israeli and Palestinian women? 

Tues. 18 Oct. Half God’s Kingdom and Ferguson. Debates within modern religions about women’s roles and about gendered representation of the sacred. The film contains a strong statement from a woman MP in Israel that women as mothers and wives are worshiped in Judaism, but not allowed to develop a separate independent identities: What effect would this point of view have on women in the politics of Israel? Is it justified? What efforts have been made to challenge this orthodoxy within Judaism? What similarities and differences do you find between Judaism, Christianity, Islam and other religions in their treatment of women and in the way the sacred is gendered? 

Tues. 25 Oct. No class. Outside lecture assignment. 


Topic 3: Women and Economic Development 

There have been many competing and diverging trajectories of modernization in the 20th century in the lands along the Silk Road–communist, nationalist, anti-modern, ethnicized, militarized. How has economic development in these different settings affected gender differences? What is different about the status of women in the ‘globalized’ economy at the end of the 20th century compared with their status at the end of the 19th? Many of the voters in post-communist countries who continue to support communism are women: what did communism provide women, and what explains their nostalgia? 

Film: Osama–all 
Documentary on the Sex Trade–all 

Readings:United Nations, Human Development Report 
Buvinic, “Women in Poverty,” Foreign Policy, Fall 1997
Enloe, Bananas, Beaches and Bases 
UNICEF, Women and Transition 

Tues. 1 Nov. Women and Development. Osama, the UN, Human Development Report, and Buvinic. Looking at the trends worldwide, how do the countries of the Silk Road compare with other regions in development. What factors impede and promote improvement? Consider the movie Osama both from the perspective of gender and the perspective of development. Why is development rejected by the Taliban. 

Tues. 8 Nov. Women, Globalization, and the sex trade. Documentary on the sex trade from Russia. Chapters in Enloe. Does the ‘developed world’ still seek to define ‘proper’ relations among the sexes in the ‘underdeveloped’ world, and what are they? The film and the chapters in Enloe discuss both the sex trade in international politics and the relationship between imperialism and the control of inter-gender relations in the developing world. In the post-colonial world, how much of this has changed? What is it about the sex trade that makes it so lucrative and difficult to control? 

Tues. 15 Nov. UNICEF, Women and Transition. In what ways do the policies pursued by post-socialist states have a differential effect on men and women, and what could/should women do to improve their position? 

Topic 4: Women and Participation in Politics 

How many women do you have to get elected before. a ‘women’s agenda’ can be successfully pursued – and what is it? Do women have a single agenda? What has been their success rates in the countries along the Silk Road? Several of these countries are maintaining themselves as secular bastions against Islamism. In which society do women fare best? 

Readings: Fernea, In Search of Islamic Identity 
Nelson and Chowdhury, Women and Politics Worldwide
Jaquette “Women in Power,” Foreign Policy (Fall 1997)
Gal and Kligman, The Politics of Gender After Socialism 
Fukuyama, “Women and the Evolution of World Politics,” Foreign Affairs, Sept. 1998, and the responses

Tues. 22 Nov. Fernea Chs. on Uzbekistan and Iraq. and Nelson and Chowdhury. Power of women in secular but repressive societies. 

Tues. 28 Nov. Jaquette and Gal and Kligman. What are the main political issues that women have successfully defended globally and in post-socialist states. What are the main issues upon which women disagree? 

Tues. 5 Dec. Fukuyama and his critics. Who is right: Are men more violent? Are women more likely to seek peace but less likely to stand up to aggression?

