CLS 310.A:  The Greeks in the Near East and Central Asia
Steve Nimis

102 Irvin Hall

Office Hours: 10-11 MWF; TR 3:15-4:00

nimissa@muohio.edu

 

Course Description

This course will look at the impact and the character of intercultural exchange between the Greeks and their eastern neighbors, from Anatolia to central Asia.  We will examine the interactions of Greeks and non-Greeks from their earliest contacts, but pay special attention to the representations of those eastern neighbors by the Greeks, especially in literature.  In particular, we will examine the way the ancient Greeks formulated an “orientalist” discourse about their eastern neighbors, often for specific ideological purposes, and how that discourse has been produced and reproduced in the West ever since.  A key theoretical text will be Edward Said’s Orientalism (1978), which has generated an important discussion about the relationship between culture and power.  We will look at a number of key moments in the interactions between “east” and “west,” the Persian Wars of the classical period, the conquest of Alexander the Great, and the flowering of Greek culture in the Roman period.  We will look at examples of “orientalist” discourse in epic, tragedy, history, poetry, and the novel.  Since the ancient Greek discourse about the “orient” has played a key role in defining east-west relationship for many centuries, this course will provide us an opportunity to reflect on contemporary east/west conflicts.

 

Miami Plan

This course belongs to the third tier of our Classical literature sequence. This sequence provides an overview of Greek or Roman literature (tier one), then examines in detail the historical evolution of specific genres, such as tragedy, drama, and epic (tier two). The third course in this sequence expands and/or deepens our understanding of literature by following specific topics across different time periods and genres.  

 

The prerequistie for this course is to have taken one of the Classics foundations courses (CLS 101, 102 or 121) and one other literature course in the classics curriculum.  If you do not have these prerequisites, please see me.  The Miami Plan defines four principles of liberal education:

 

Thinking critically

This course will enable students to use different kinds of evidence for drawing conclusions about reality and about the ideological function of representing other peoples.  Primary materials will include literary genres such as epic, drama and the novel.  Documentary texts will include history, biography and geography.  Representative examples of scholarly writing and thinking on the subjects of the course will include literary scholars as well as historians and philosophers.  Students will have an opportunity to examine these texts critically through written and oral work.

 

Understanding contexts

The scope of the course will articulate several different contexts:  the orient as we know it from its own sources, the orient as the Greeks came to view it, the orient as a mythical landscape in Greek literature.  An important point of departure for viewing these issues will be Edward Said's landmark study Orientalism.  Said's work, which has been a central text in post-colonial studies, articulates clearly how the representation of another people is a construction designed to serve a variety of ideological demands. Students will have an opportunity to broaden their understanding of these contexts through written and oral work.

 

Engaging with other learners

Class time will consist of student discussion of reading materials.  The course will allow students to consider these issues in respect to their own lives, and in relationship to other students in the class.

 

Reflecting and acting

Greece’s representations of its near-eastern neighbors comprise an important basis for the "orientalizing" discourse of the west all the way to the present.  In the way that it constitutes a discourse with internal consistency and self-reference, practically impervious to modification by genuine encounters with real people, it anticipates contemporary "orientalist" discourse about this region by Europe and the United States.  Students will be able to reflect critically on their own views of others and articulate their own experiences of being represented by others.  In the final project, students will be able to apply the principles and ideas of the course to an area of experience outside of the course’s definition.

 

Course requirements and evaluation:

Each class will begin with a brief (10 minutes) in-class writing assignment on the readings for the day.  The topic for the writing will be taken from study questions provided in advance.  When you prepare the readings, you should prepare answers to all the study questions, in writing if you choose.  You may use any written notes (but not the texts themselves) in writing your response in class.  Often these topics will be rather general, so that the point is writing something that shows that you did the reading and thought about it (rather than that you discovered "what I was looking for").  These in-class writing assignments will not be made up under any circumstance.  However, I will discount your two worst performances, so if you have a legitimate excuse, such as illness, that will count as one of those dropped.

 

Besides doing the daily work of the course, you must also write two out-of-class papers and make one presentation.  The first of these will be a shorter report on an assigned reading investigating a topic that supplements our class discussion.  This will involve a short report (10 minutes) and a short write-up (3 pages).  The second paper will be a 5-7 page research paper that applies the perspective of the course to some material outside the scope of the course.  I will make some specific suggestions later about that.  Everyone is required to make one oral presentation, on one of these two papers.

 

Participation and in-class writing will constitute 50% of your grade.  Two research papers and presentation will account for the other 50% of your grade.  The first paper is due by the seventh week of the course; the second is due on the date of the final exam and substitutes for a final exam. 

 
Daily work
50

First paper
15

Presentation
10

Final paper
25

Total

100

 

Grading Scale:

90-100
A

80-89
B

70-79
C

60-69
D

 

Texts: 

E. Said, Orientalism, (Vintage, 1979; repr. 1994)

B. Reardon, ed. Collected Ancient Greek Novels.  (Berkeley, 1989)

Aeschylus, Prometheus Bound and Other Plays.  (Penguin. 1961)

Alexander the Great , ed. James Romm . (Hackett Pub. Co., 2005)

Herodotus, Histories, tr. Selincourt. (Penguin, rev. edn. 2003)

The Bacchae and Other Plays tr. Vellacott (Penguin, rev. edn. 1973)

Reader at Oxford Copy Shop

 

General Schedule:

Weeks 1-4:  Orientalism; Bronze Age and Archaic background

Weeks 5-8:  Classical period

Weeks 9-11:  Alexander and Hellenistic Period

Weeks 12-15: Imperial Period and beyond

 

Detailed Schedule (Tentative)

	Date
	Reading Assignment
	Lecture topic
	Oral Reports

	 
	 
	 
	 

	8/22
	 
	Introduction Minoans and Myceneans
	 

	8/24
	Orientalism,  1-28
Guest lecture
	Bronze Age palace architecture
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	8/29
	Orientalism, 31-92
	Near Eastern Civilizations
	 

	8/31
	Orientalism, 92-110
	Egyptian Civilization
	M. Bernal
[i]

	 
	 
	 
	 

	9/5
	Monday Madness
	No Class
	 

	9/7
	Burkert, Or. Rev. 1-40
(Ox. Copy Shop)
	Archaic Near East
and Greece
	A. C. Gunter
[ii]
 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	9/12
	Hesiod Theogony Enuma Elish; 
Gilgamesh, Iliad
	epic parallels
	M. C. Root
[iii]
 

	9/14
	West, East Face of Helicon, 442-73
	Presocratic philosophy
	E. Hall
[iv]

	 
	 
	 
	 

	9/19
	Aeschylus, Persae  E. Hall, “Inventing the Barbarian”
	Achaemenid Persia
	P. Briant.
[v]

	9/21
	Aeschylus, Suppliant Women
	 
	F. Lissarrague
[vi]

	 
	 
	 
	 

	9/26
	Goldhill, Battle “Narrative”
	Simon Goldhill
	 

	9/28
	Euripides, Bacchae
	 
	Saïd, Euripides
[vii]

	 
	 
	 
	 

	10/3
	Herodotus, Selections
	 
	Alan Griffiths
[viii]
 

	10/5
	Herodotus, Selections
	First papers due
	James Redfield
[ix]

	 
	 
	 
	 

	10/10
	Xenophon , Cyropaedia
Ctesias, Persica
	 
	H. Sancisi-Weedenburg
[x]
 

	10/12
	Plato, Isocrates, selections
	 
	H. Sancisi-Weerdenburg
[xi]

	 
	 
	 
	 

	10/17
	Alexander the Great
	Alexander the Great
	 

	10/19
	Alexander the Great
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	10/24
	Holt, Alexander the Great in Bactria
	Bactria and Hellenization
	 

	10/26
	Guest lecture
	Bactrian kingdom
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	10/31
	Alexander Romance
	Ptolemaic Egypt
	 

	11/2
	Alexander Romance
	The East
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	11/7
	Alexander legends
	Alexander legends
	 

	11/9
	 
	Alexander legends
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	11/14
	Strabo, Ptolemy
	Roman Geography
	 

	11/16
	Lucian, Anacharsis
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	11/21
	Chariton
	 
	 

	11/23
	Xenophon
	Ancient Novels
	Philostratus, App.

	 
	 
	 
	 

	11/28
	Achilles Tatius
	 
	 

	11/30
	Dio Cassius
	 
	 

	 
	Thanksgiving Holiday
	 
	 

	12/5
	Heliodorus
	 
	 

	7
	Heiodorus
	 
	 


 



�[i] Martin Bernal, Black Athena, 1-22.


�[ii] A. C. Gunter, "Models of the Orient in the Art History of the Orientalizing Period," Achaemenid History V, 131-148.


�[iii] M. C. Root, "From the Heart: Powerful Persianism in the Art of the Western Empire." History VI 1-29.


�[iv] E. Hall, “When is a Myth not a Myth?” in T. Harrison, ed. Greeks and Barbarians (New York, 2002), 133-152.


�[v] P. Briant, "The Greeks and Persian Decadence," in T. Harrison, ed. Greeks and Barbarians (New York, 2002), 193-210.


�[vi] F. Lissarrague, The Athenian Image of the Foreigner, in T. Harrison, Greeks and Barbarians (New York, 2002), 101-24 (with lots of pictures).


�[vii] S. Said, “Greeks and Barbarians in Euripides,” in T. Harrison, ed. Greeks and Barbarians (New York, 2002), 62-87.


�[viii] Alan Griffiths, "Democedes of Croton: A Greek Doctor at the Court of Darius." Achaemenid History II, 37-51.


�[ix] J. Redfield, “Herodotus the Tourist,” in T. Harrison, ed. Greeks and Barbarians (New York, 2002), 24-49.


�[x] H. Sancisi-Weedenburg. "Decadence in the Empire or Decadence in the Sources: Ctesias." Achaemenid History I, 33-46.  Cf. “Exit Atossa: Images of Women in Greek Historiography on Persia,” in Images of Women in Antiquity, ed. A. Cameron and A. Kuhrt (London, 1983), 20-33.


�[xi] H. Sancisi-Weerdenburg, The Fifth Oriental Monarchy and Hellenocentrism."  Achaemenid History II 117-131.





