
GEOGRAPHYAT MIAMI UNIVERSITY
Why Miami?

Mentorship �±Graduate faculty 
show a strong commitment to 
teaching and advising. They are 
available and support collaborative 
research opportunities. 

Financial Support �±Graduate 
teaching and research 
assistantships include a stipend for 
the academic year, a summer 
research fellowship, and a tuition 
waiver. The Department also has 
significant funding resources to 
support student research.

Transnational Learning 
Environment �±Our graduate 
program is small but proud of its 
cultural diversity. Many students 
complete field research for their MA 
theses abroad.  Recent students 
have conducted field work in 
Bulgaria, Chile, China, Dominica, 
Ecuador, Ghana, Kenya, Korea, 
Tanzania, and United Kingdom.

Breadth and Depth �±Interests 
include urban and rural 
environments; social and 
environmental perspectives; and 
quantitative and qualitative 
approaches. Students also may 
pursue combined graduate 
�S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���L�Q���H�F�R�O�R�J�\���D�Q�G���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V��
studies.

Application Information
Applications should be submitted to the 
graduate school at Miami University by 

the 1 st of February each year 

Application forms are available online at:

www.miami.muohio.edu/graduate/

For more information contact:
Graduate Program in Geography

216 Shideler Hall
Miami University

Oxford, OH  45056
Telephone: 513 -529-5010

Fax: 513-529-1948
Departmental Website: 

www.muohio.edu/geography

Graduate Advisor: Thomas Klak
(klakt@muohio.edu)

Global Development and Politics

Among our particular areas of expertise are:

Development and Change
Globalization and structural change (Klak, Prytherch, Yeboah)
Sustainable development and tourism (Klak, Medley, Toops)
Transition and post-�W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q���V�R�F�L�H�W�L�H�V�����'�D�K�O�P�D�Q�����'�¶�$�U�F�X�V����
Skryzhevska)

Political Ecologies/Nature and Societies
Human-resource relationships and local knowledges (Green, 
Klak, Medley, Toops)
Biodiversity & conservation in highly-modified landscapes 
(Klak, Medley)
Environmental analysis and human security (Dahlman, 
Medley, Green)

Critical Geographies
�&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���D�Q�G���J�H�R�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V�����'�D�K�O�P�D�Q�����'�¶�$�U�F�X�V�����(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G����
Prytherch)
�5�D�F�H�����J�H�Q�G�H�U���D�Q�G���H�W�K�Q�L�F�L�W�\�����'�D�K�O�P�D�Q�����'�¶�$�U�F�X�V�����(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G����
Toops, Yeboah)
Anti-development and poverty (Klak, Yeboah)

Political and Cultural Worlds
�&�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�K�L�S���D�Q�G���,�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\�����'�D�K�O�P�D�Q�����'�¶�$�U�F�X�V�����(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�����<�H�E�R�D�K��
Geographies of state power and territoriality (Dahlman, 
�'�¶�$�U�F�X�V�����(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�����.�O�D�N�����3�U�\�W�K�H�U�F�K��
Nationalism and regionalism (Dahlman, Prytherch, Toops, 
Yeboah)

Urbanization and Mobility

Cities reflect the complex mingling of economic and political 
and environmental processes, cultural meanings, and 
people. They are engines of continual transformation and 
nodes of tremendous flows of migrants, capital, and ideas. 
Urban research at Miami explores the diverse processes 
and meanings bound up in urban landscapes, ranging from 
the political-economic analysis of forces shaping 
contemporary urbanization, to critical studies of the cultural 
issues related to citizenship, identity, and marginality in 
urban space.

Among our particular areas of expertise are:

Power and Place
Public space (D'Arcus, England), ideological landscapes 
(Prytherch)

Mobility and Urban Change
core-periphery migration and diasporan space (Yeboah), 
forced migration and resettlement (Dahlman), politics of 
poverty (England)

Urban Planning
Principles and practice (Rubenstein), politics of planning 
(Prytherch), sprawl (Klak, Prytherch, Yeboah)

Economic Restructuring
Auto industry (Rubenstein), structural adjustment (Yeboah), 
transition to market economy (Skryzhevska)

Miami University and Oxford
Miami University is a state-supported institution with approximately 
15,200 undergraduates and 1,700 graduate students on its main 
campus in Oxford.  Oxford is a college town with a resident population 
of approximately 10,000.  Oxford is located 35 miles northwest of 
Cincinnati, in southwestern Ohio.  It is about an hour drive to either 
downtown Cincinnati, the Greater Cincinnati Airport, or the Dayton 
Airport.

Faculty
Carl Dahlman,Ph.D., University of Kentucky, 2001.  Associate Professor.  
�%�U�X�F�H���'�¶�$�U�F�X�V����Ph.D., Syracuse University, 2001.  Assistant Professor.
Marcia England, Ph.D., University of Kentucky, 2006. Assistant Professor.
Jamie Gillen, Ph.D. candidate, University of Colorado-Boulder. Visiting Instructor.
Jerry E. Green, Ph.D., University of North Carolina, 1976.  Assistant Professor.
Mary C. Henry, Ph.D., University of Arizona, 2002.  Assistant Professor.
Thomas Klak, Ph.D., University of Wisconsin, 1987.  Professor.

John K. Maingi, Ph.D., University of Arizona, 1998.  Assistant Professor.
Kimberly E. Medley, Ph.D, Michigan State, 1990. Professor.
David Prytherch, Ph.D., University of Arizona, 2003. Assistant Professor.
William H. Renwick,Ph.D., Clark University, 1979. Professor and Chair. 
James M. Rubenstein,Ph.D., The Johns Hopkins University, 1975.  Professor.
Yelizaveta Skryzhevska, Ph.D., University of Idaho, 2007. Assistant Professor
Stanley W. Toops,Ph.D., University of Washington, 1990.  Associate Professor, GEO and ITS.
Ian E. A. Yeboah, Ph.D., University of Calgary, 1994.  Associate Professor

Landscape & Environmental 
Change

�(�D�U�W�K�¶�V���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�V���D�U�H���F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���U�D�S�L�G�O�\���L�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R��
a variety of human activities and natural 
processes. Miami Geographers are active in the study of 
these phenomena, with a particular focus on human-
dominated systems. The Department has strong 
expertise in the application of GIS and remote sensing in 
geographic research. We have collaborative links to other 
environmental scientists at Miami involved in teaching 
and research in these areas.

Among our particular areas of expertise are:

Remote sensing techniques in the study of forest 
disturbances (Henry, Maingi)

Riparian forests; forest ecology (Maingi, Medley)

Carbon sequestration on the landscape (Medley, 
Renwick)

Water and watershed management (Maingi, Renwick)

Sediment transport and hydrology (Renwick)

Land use and land use change (Green, Maingi, Medley, 
Renwick)

Fire effects on landscape pattern and post -fire 
vegetation recovery (Henry)

Urban sprawl and ecological sustainability (Klak)


