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Humanities and Technology:
Living in a World of Innovation
Course Description 

It seems like a relatively simple intellectual task to think about the impact of technology on our lives. Since the development of the automobile and the computer, life is more harried: we are expected to do more, to produce more, to travel quickly. But there are much less obvious ways that new technologies affect us, and many more serious consequences to these changes than those having to do with speed.

This class is organized into four units: Language as a Tool for Thinking, Metaphor as Technology, Technology and Identity, and High Tech Society. The major premise of this course is that various forms (sentence structure, metaphor, images) are themselves "technologies." --Wait, you probably wish to say, are you suggesting that a sentence is like a car??? Well, sort of, except that it is a technology for thinking rather than for moving: it moves your mind in a certain direction, just as cars drive east. Essential to thinking critically about what you see and learn is asking, what kind of technology is any given form? That is, what kinds of knowledge or feeling do various forms produce, and how? We will look at how narrative forms which change depending upon their media affect the way we tell our life stories, and consequently what we think and feel about ourselves. Metaphors provide pathways for thought and feeling without us being conscious of them: we will look at the part they play in emotions such as anger, even the explosive anger leading to violent crimes such as rape.

Why look at these "old" technologies? To help us better understand the new. New media also produce new forms of life and thought, sometimes by changing sentence structures, as we will see, sometimes by offering new metaphors and with them, new ways of being human. Essential to understanding our own context, the global information society in which we live, then, is thinking about how metaphors and sentence structures as well as new media compose our identities as human beings.  Thus in the last unit, we will look at how new technologies affect our sense of identity.  How is “woman” imaged and defined?  What effects do race and gender have on the way one speaks?  Who is called “mad” or “insane,” and how does that designation affect our sense of who is responsible for what?  What kinds of selves are now imaginable, that weren't before, given that we use digital technologies in order to think, in the same way that we use sentences to think?

Of course computers enter not only into our practices and habits, but also into our dreams and nightmares.  In the last unit, High Tech Society, we read a dystopian science fiction novel that was made into a major motion picture, a futuristic film noir, Blade Runner.  Philip Dick performs amazing intellectual feats via sentence structure and metaphor.  His novel uses these tools in order to explore the question: how do we view ourselves now that we use computers as metaphors for delimiting what it means to be human?  How can we avoid a future of scapegoating and other forms of dehumanization that might ensue were corporations to take over the world?  We’ll look at Ridley Scott’s film version of the novel and ask ourselves, how do images work as thinking tools, in comparison with Dick’s sentences and metaphors?

Work Required

This is a thinking class. In order to think well, one must read carefully, slowly, write about what one has read, and then discuss it with others who have different ideas and perspectives. Light on reading assignments (we'll read a great variety, but not a great number of pages!), this class requires the equivalent of about 3 double-spaced typed pages per week of writing.  I will ask you questions to write about for each reading or set of readings.  During the weeks that we use the online course modules, you will choose one assignment from those modules, write down the question, and then answer it.  For these weekly assignments, you will write the answer in Word, then cut and paste it onto your own Blog which I will help you set up.  Also, once a week you will comment on at least two other blog entries by your classmates.  Thus, I and your peers will comment on your blog, offering suggestions that push your thinking further. It is precisely our questions and concerns that you must address, directly or indirectly, in working on the Word version of your blog which you will turn in on or before the date and time of the Final Exam. Your “final blog,” as this document is called, must be a substantially revised and expanded version of your weekly assignments.  Your peers and I should help you think of ways to expand – if we aren’t helping you, let us know!!
Notice that 50% of your grade will come from averaging your weekly assignments and comments: it is not possible to pass this class by doing the Blog at the end of the semester. Blog assignments and comments cannot be turned in late except under special circumstances: they are due at the time of our class meeting even if you are unable to attend class.

25% of your grade will come from Class Participation: you must indeed speak up.  Because this is a small class, you would really have to offer your ideas two or three times per class session to get an A in class participation.  If you feel uncomfortable speaking, we need to talk about that: come to my office during office hours or by appointment.

Grades
	Web Blog 
	50%

	Final Blog
	25%

	Class Participation
	25%


	A+
	97-100
	 
	C
	73-76

	A
	93-96
	 
	C-
	70-72

	A-
	90-92
	 
	D+
	67-69

	B+
	87-89
	 
	D
	63-66

	B
	83-86
	 
	D-
	60-62

	B-
	80-82
	 
	F
	0-59

	C+
	77-79
	 
	 
	 


Attendance

Attendance is critical to your success in this course. Failure to come to class, and to come prepared, will not be looked upon with favor. Please do not expect me to sanction or otherwise tell you it is okay to miss class for anything other than documented illness or a real emergency. You are in college, and I expect you to make your own decisions about whether or not it is worth your while to attend a class for which you or someone else is paying tuition. Except in the case of sustained medical problems recognized as such by the university, more than three absences, even if some of them are excused, will lower your grade; after five absences, you will be asked to drop the class.

Create Your Blog

You are welcome to use any Blog you would like to use, as long as you can give me the URL and as long as it has the capacity to accept comments from your classmates. But if you don't have a preference, it is VERY EASY to start your Blog: 

1. Go to http://www.blogger.com/start 

2. Follow the instructions for making your Blog. 

3. Send me (mandellc@muohio.edu) the blog address: http://__________.blogspot.com

All the URLs for Blogs will be posted at our Class Blog Site: http://www.units.muohio.edu/englishtech/ENGH101Fall2006/blog.htm

As is usual with all new technologies, you must back up your work.  Your original assignments should all be written in Word, saved, and then cut and pasted into your blog.  When you comment on the work of others, save that as well since such commenting will comprise part of your grade.  After you comment on the Blog of a classmate, highlight what you have written with your cursor, and then click on "Edit, Copy" at the top of your browser. Open Word and click on "Edit, Paste." Save your document as the class date (MMDDYY) in a folder called "[yourUserID]Comments"

Books

George Lakoff and Mark Johnson, Metaphors We Live By, ISBN: 0226468011

Joseph Williams, Style: Toward Clarity and Grace
Edward Tufte, “The Cognitive Style of PowerPoint,” ISBN: 0-9613921-5-0

Philip K. Dick, Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? (movie version: Bladerunner)

CR = Course Reader – Purchase at Oxford Copy Shop, 10 South Poplar Street (523-3636)

HO = Handout to be given in class.  If you miss a class, please contact me to get the handout.

Class Readings and Assignments: http://www.muohio.edu/technologyandhumanities
Class Schedule:
(We will fill in blanks together before the readings are due)

Week 1:
Course Overview
T 8/22


Introduction
R 8/24


Steven Johnson, “Interface Culture” (CR)
Week 2:
Language as a Tool for Thinking
T 8/29


Neil Mercer, “Language as a Tool for Thinking” (CR)
R 8/31
NO CLASS M
EETING: Read Joseph Williams, Style, pp. 31-43
exercises pp. 43-46 – turn them in 356 BAC (my mailbox).
Week 3:
Language as a Tool for Thinking (cont’)
T 9/5

EXCHANGE DAY – NO CLASS MEETING
R 9/7
Williams, Style, pp. 51-72
SET UP BLOG BY TODAY 

Week 4:

T 9/12


Edward Tufte, The Cognitive Style of PowerPoint
R 9/14


Metaphor as Technology, Introduction (on web at above address)
Week 5:
Metaphor as Technology, Module 1 --
Metaphors Affect How We Think and Feel
T 9/19
R 9/21
One assignment due
Week 6:
Metaphor as Technology, Module 3 --
Metaphors in Action: Determining Public Policy
T 9/26
R 9/28

One assignment due

Week 7:
Metaphor as Technology –
Metaphors in Action

T 10/3


Module 5: Understanding Animals
R 10/5


Module 6: Understanding Humans
Week 8:
Obesity: a Political Issue?
T 10/10

Herbert Schiller, excerpt from Mind Managers



Campbell, Fabos, and Martin, excerpt from Media & Culture



Guest Speaker: Bettina Fabos
R 10/12

Jean Kilbourne, Slim Hopes (in-class video)
One assignment due

Week 9:
Movie
T 10/17

Three Faces of Eve (in-class movie)
R 10/19

Three Faces of Eve
Week 10:
Metaphor as Technology, Module 4 --
Metaphor and Responsibility
T 10/24
R 10/26
One assignment due

Week 11:
Technology and Identity, Module 2 – secondary only --
Concept of Self
T 10/31 
Daniel Boorstin, “From the American Dream to American
Illusions?”  (CR)
R 11/2


Erving Goffman, from The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life
One assignment due
Week 12:
Technology and Identity
Creating Selves / Self and Body
T 11/7


Module 3: Dibbel and Miller only (CR)
R 11/9
Module 4: Anne Sexton only
Grimm Brothers, “Cinderella” (HO)
Tori Amos, A Sorta Fairytale (music video to be shown in class)
One assignment due
Week 13:
Technology and Identity
T 11/14

Ridley Scott, Director, Blade Runner
(in-class movie)


R 11/16
Blade Runner (cont’)
René Descartes, “Meditations” (CR)
“Robot Receptionist Dishes Directions and Attitude” (CR)
Week 14:
High Tech Society
T 11/21

Philip Dick, Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?
pp. 3-68
R 11/23

THANKSGIVING -- NO CLASS MEETING
Week 15:

T 11/28

Dick, Androids (cont’), pp. 69-120
R 11/30

Dick, Androids (cont’), pp. 121-183
Week 16:

T 12/5


Dick, Androids (cont’), pp. 166-244
R 12/7


Course wrap-up
FINAL EXAM: Friday, December 15, 7:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. – your final blog is due by this date and time.  It is fine to turn it in beforehand.
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