Denise M. Taliaferro, Ph.D.
Miami University
Oxford, Ohio 45056
taliafda@muohio.edu

Education
Ph.D. Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA 1998
Curriculum and Instruction, Curriculum Theory

M.Ed. Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA 1996
Curriculum and Instruction, Secondary English Education
Masters Project:
The Forked Road: Power, Palitics, and Pedagogy in the Practice of Student Voice

B.A. University of Californiaat Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA 1990
Communication Studies

Dissertation

Title: Education for Liberation as (an) African American Folk Theory

Although there has been considerable research on just what might constitute education
for liberation of African American people, rarely have we looked at the idea as an
articulation of resistance “against” the imposition of the derogatory representations of
African Americans in mainstream educational discourse. In this study, | contemplate the
African American struggle for quality education as a struggle for identification in the
context of the white racial/cultural hegemony of American education. Specifically, |
conceptualize the dialectical tensions between margins/center, resistance/accommodation,
faith/reason, and communal/individual asthey are negotiated by a group of African
American students, attending a predominately White university in the South.
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