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EMPLOYMENT

2007-present
Assistant Professor, Family Studies, Miami University, Oxford, OH
EDUCATION

2007
Ph.D. in Family Studies, University of Maryland, College Park


Dissertation: Coping with heterosexism and homophobia: Young adults with lesbian parents reflect on their adolescence

Advisor: Dr. Leigh A. Leslie
2002
M.S. in Family Studies, Specialization in Marriage and Family Therapy, University of Maryland, College Park

1994
B.A. in Psychology, Summa Cum Laude, Clark University, Worcester, MA

HONORS & AWARDS

Summer Research Award, “Second Generation”: Queer Children of Queer Parents, School of Education, Health and Society, Miami University, 2008 ($5,000)
CELT Alumni Teaching Scholar, Center for the Enhancement of Teaching and Learning, Miami University, 2008-09 ($400, plus one-semester course release)

Dissertation Completion Award, Coping with Heterosexism and Homophobia: Young Adults with Lesbian Parents Reflect on Their Adolescence, Department of Family Studies, University of Maryland, College Park, 2006 ($750)
Rodler-Wood Scholarship for Academic Excellence in the Field of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Studies, University of Maryland, College Park, 2006 ($1,000)
Jessie Bernard Outstanding Research Proposal from a Feminist Perspective Award, Growing Up with Lesbian Parents: Young Adults Reflect on Their Adolescence, Feminism and Family Studies Section, National Council on Family Relations, 2005 ($750)
Outstanding Graduate Student Research Paper Award, Rethinking Adoption Policy: Exploring the Impact of Anti-Gay Adoption Laws on Foster Care Outcomes (2nd author), Association of Councils, National Council on Family Relations, 2005 ($250)
Outstanding Undergraduate Mentoring Award, Department of Family Studies, University of Maryland, College Park, 2005

Outstanding Student Award, President’s Commission on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Issues and the Gay and Lesbian Scholarship Equity Fund, University of Maryland, College Park, 2004 ($1,000)
Distinguished Teaching Assistant Award, Center for Teaching Excellence, University of Maryland, College Park, 2004

Graduate Student Outstanding Paper Award (3rd author), Developing Student Competence through Internships: The Power of Reflection, Family Science Section, National Council on Family Relations, 2004

Outstanding Poster Award, Social Skills and Behaviors Problems of African American Preschoolers Living in Violent Communities: The Role of Positive Parenting, Family Routines, & Maternal Depression, Ethnic Minorities Section, National Council on Family Relations, 2002

Jennifer Becker Carswell Award for Excellence in Marriage and Family Therapy, Department of Family Studies, University of Maryland, College Park, 2002 ($500)
Honors Award Recipient, Graduate Research Interaction Day, University of Maryland, 2002

Phi Beta Kappa, Clark University, 1993-1994

National Science Foundation, Summer Research Award in Psychology, Clark University, 1993

GRANTS AWARDED
Lesbian Breast Cancer Survivors and their Partners: A Pilot Study. (2008). Indirect Cost Recovery Account, Center for Human Development, Learning, and Technology, Miami University. Principal Investigators: Elise Radina, Ph.D., Katherine A. Kuvalanka, Ph.D., & Hilary Copp, Ph.D. (Funded: $500).
Queer Children of Queer Parents. (2008-2009). Programs in Support of Faculty Research, Miami University. Principal Investigator: Katherine A. Kuvalanka, Ph.D. (Funded: $3,000, plus full-time graduate assistant).

Instructional Support for Teaching and Learning about Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Families. (2007). Small Grant to Improve Teaching, Center for the Enhancement of Learning and Teaching, Miami University. Recipient: Katherine A. Kuvalanka, Ph.D. (Funded: $300).
Growing Up with Lesbian and Gay Parents: Young Adults Reflect on Their Adolescence. (2005). American Psychological Foundation, Roy Scrivner Research Grant. Principal Investigator: Katherine A. Kuvalanka, M.S. (Funded: $1,000).

Preparing Future Faculty for Academic Careers in Family Studies. (2004). Graduate Teaching Assistant Improvement Grant, Center for Teaching Excellence, University of Maryland, College Park. Co-Recipient: Katherine A. Kuvalanka, M.S. (Funded: $2,000).

REFEREED JOURNAL ARTICLES

Kuvalanka, K. A., & Goldberg, A. E. (in press). “Second Generation” voices: Queer youth with lesbian/bisexual mothers. Journal of Youth and Adolescence.
Pehlke, T. A., Hennon, C., Radina, M. E., & Kuvalanka, K. A. (in press). Does father still know best? An inductive thematic analysis of popular TV sitcoms. Fathering.
Oswald, R. F., & Kuvalanka, K. A. (2008). Same-sex couples: Legal complexities. Journal of Family Issues, 29, 1051-1066.
Oswald, R. F., Goldberg, A. E., Kuvalanka, K. A., & Clausell, E. (2008). Structural and moral commitment among same-sex couples: Relationship duration, religiosity, and parental status. Journal of Family Psychology, 22, 411-419.
Kuvalanka, K. A., Teper, B., & Morrison, O. A. (2006). COLAGE: Providing community, education, leadership, and advocacy by and for children of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender parents. Journal of GLBT Family Studies, 2(3/4), 71-92.
Koblinsky, S. A., Kuvalanka, K. A., & McClintock-Comeaux, M. (2006). Preparing future faculty and family professionals. Family Relations, 55, 29-43.

Koblinsky, S. A., Kuvalanka, K. A., & Randolph, S. M. (2006). Social skills and behavior problems of urban, African American preschoolers: Role of parenting practices, family conflict, and maternal depression. American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 76, 554-563.

BOOK CHAPTER

Oswald, R. F., Kuvalanka, K. A., Blume, L., & Berkowitz, D. (in press). Queering “the family.” In Lloyd, S., Few, A., & Allen, K. (Eds.), Handbook of feminist theory, methods and praxis in family studies Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Leslie, L. A., McClintock-Comeaux, M., & Kuvalanka, K. A. (2007, September). Kids and tenure: Can we have it all? NCFR Report (pp. F3-F19). Minneapolis, MN: National Council on Family Relations. 

Kaye, S., & Kuvalanka, K. A. (2006, May). State gay adoption laws and permanency for foster youth (research brief). College Park, MD: Maryland Family Policy Impact Seminar.

Kuvalanka, K. A., McClintock-Comeaux, M., & Leslie, L. A. (2004). Children with lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender parents: Current research, legislation, and resources available for family professionals. Vision 2004: What is the Future of Marriage? (pp. 53-59). Minneapolis, MN: National Council on Family Relations.

McClintock-Comeaux, M., Anderson, E. A., & Kuvalanka, K. A. (2004). TANF and marriage education: Utilizing marriage legislation to design a new educational curriculum that meets the needs of low-income families. Vision 2004: What is the Future of Marriage? (pp. 77-83). Minneapolis, MN: National Council on Family Relations.

Oswald, R. F., Patterson, C. J., & Kuvalanka, K. A. (2004, June). Same-sex marriage fact sheet. Minneapolis, MN: National Council on Family Relations. 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS (*=undergraduate student; **=graduate student)
Kuvalanka, K. A., & Goldberg, A. E. (2008, November). “Second Generation”: Queer youth with queer parents. Paper (accepted) at the annual meeting of the National Council on Family Relations, Little Rock, AR.

Kuvalanka, K. A., & Cohen, R. A.** (2008, April). Paths to awareness: How children with lesbian mothers come to understand their mothers’ sexual identity. Paper presented at the annual symposium of the Qualitative Research Group, Miami University, Oxford, OH.
Hinty, K.*, Ludwin, J.*, Cohen, R. A.**, & Kuvalanka, K. (2008, April). “Does ‘k’ mean ‘ok, that’s cool,’ or ‘ok, that’s dumb’?”: Technology-mediated (mis)communication in close relationships. Poster presented at the annual Undergraduate Research Forum, Miami University, Oxford, OH. 

Kuvalanka, K. A. (2007, November). Heterosexism and homophobia experiences by adolescents with lesbian parents. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the National Council on Family Relations, Pittsburgh, PA.

Kuvalanka, K. A., & Radina, M. E. (2007, April). Member checking to establish trustworthiness: How researchers gather and utilize feedback from participants. Panel session presented at the annual symposium of the Qualitative Research Group, Miami University, Oxford, OH.

Kuvalanka, K. A. (2007, February). Navigating a sometimes intolerant world: A proposed theoretical model for how adolescents with lesbian parents cope with heterosexism and homophobia. Paper presented at the 8th annual Race, Gender, Class, and Sexuality Symposium of the Women’s Studies Research Center and the Black World Studies Program, Miami University, Oxford, OH. 

Kuvalanka, K. A. (2006, November). In our own voices: Children of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender parents speak about family policy. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Child Welfare League of America, Nashville, TN.

Kuvalanka, K. A., Goldberg, A., Southard, A., & Allen, K. (2006, November). In our own voices: Children of lesbian and gay parents speak about family policy. Panel session presented at the annual meeting of the National Council on Family Relations, Minneapolis, MN.

Goldberg, A., & Kuvalanka, K. A. (2006, November). Teaching about lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender issues. Teaching roundtable session presented at the annual meeting of the National Council on Family Relations, Minneapolis, MN.

Oswald, R. F., Clausell, E., Goldberg, A. E., Kuvalanka, K. A., & Rabun, C. (2006, August). Same-sex couples: Variations of institutional linkages. Paper symposium at the American Psychological Association Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA. 

Kuvalanka, K. A., & Kaye, S. (2006, May). Exploring the Impact of Gay Adoption Laws on Foster Care Outcomes. Paper presented at the first bi-annual meeting of Real Families, Real Facts: Research Symposium on LGBT-headed Families, Philadelphia, PA.
Kuvalanka, K. A., Goldberg, A., Southard, A., & Allen, K. (2005, November). In our own voices: Children of lesbian and gay parents speak about family. Panel session presented at the annual meeting of the National Council on Family Relations, Phoenix, AZ.

Forry, N., Kuvalanka, K. A., McClintock-Comeaux, M., Grutzmacher, S., & Fitzgerald, M. (2005, November). Building relationship education models for use with same-sex couples. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the National Council on Family Relations, Phoenix, AZ.

Kaye, S., & Kuvalanka, K. A. (2005, April). Rethinking adoption policy: Evaluating the impact of anti-gay adoption laws on children in foster care. Poster presented at the annual public policy meeting of the National Council on Family Relations, Washington, DC.

Kuvalanka, K. A., Koblinsky, S. A., & McClintock-Comeaux, M. S. (2004, November). Preparing future faculty for academic careers in family studies. Roundtable session presented at the annual meeting of the National Council on Family Relations, Orlando, FL.

Liechty, J., Kuvalanka, K. A., & Oravecz, L. (2004, November). Developing student competence through internships. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the National Council on Family Relations, Orlando, FL.

Leslie, L. A., McClintock-Comeaux, M. S., & Kuvalanka, K. A. (2004, November). Babies and tenure: How do family scholars fare? Paper presented at the annual meeting of the National Council on Family Relations, Orlando, FL.

Kuvalanka, K. A., McClintock-Comeaux, M. S., & Leslie, L. A. (2004, October). Children with same-sex parents: The forgotten ones in the marriage debate. Poster presented at the College of Health and Human Performance Research Interaction Day, College Park, MD.

Kuvalanka, K. A., McClintock-Comeaux, M., & Leslie, L. A. (2004, September). Children with same-sex parents: Does marriage matter? Poster presented at Tools for Social Justice, College Park, MD.

Kuvalanka, K. A., McClintock-Comeaux, M., & Leslie, L. A. (2004, April). The same-sex marriage debate: What about the children? Poster presented at the annual public policy meeting of the National Council on Family Relations, Washington, DC.

Kuvalanka, K. A., & McClintock-Comeaux, M. (2003, November). Children of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender parents: The latest research findings and resources available for family professionals. Roundtable session presented at the annual meeting of the National Council on Family Relations, Vancouver, BC.

McClintock-Comeaux, M. S., Kuvalanka, K. A., & Anderson, E. A. (2003, November). TANF and marriage education: Utilizing marriage legislation to design a new educational curriculum that meets the needs of low-income families. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the National Council on Family Relations, Vancouver, BC.

Kuvalanka, K. A., Koblinsky, S. A., & Randolph, S. M. (2003, April). Predictors of behaviors of African American children in violent communities: Parenting, family routines, and maternal depression. Poster presented at the bi-annual national meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Tampa, FL.

Koblinsky, S. A., Randolph, S. M., & Kuvalanka, K. A. (2002, June). Parenting, family routines, family conflict, and maternal depression as predictors of the behavior of African American preschoolers in violent neighborhoods. Poster presented at the annual national research meeting of Head Start, Washington, DC.
Kuvalanka, K. A., Randolph, S. M., & Koblinsky, S. A. (2002, November). Positive parenting, family routines, family conflict, and maternal depression as predictors of the behavior of African American children in violent communities.  Poster presented at the annual meeting of the National Council on Family Relations, Houston, TX.

INVITED PRESENTATIONS/GUEST LECTURES (* = undergraduate student)
Coulter, E.*, Hinty, K.*, & Kuvalanka, K. A. (2008, April). Intersexuality, presentation. Miami University, Gender Discussion Group, Oxford, OH.

Kuvalanka, K. A. (2008, March). LGBT-Parent Families. Miami University, FSW 491D: Diversity Issues in Professional Practice, Oxford, OH.
Kuvalanka, K. A. (2008, February). Same-Sex Couple Relationship Recognition Laws and Policies in the U.S. Miami University, FSW 461/561: Marital Stress and Divorce, Oxford, OH.

Kuvalanka, K. A. (2007, April). Queer Kids of Queer Parents: Preliminary Findings from a Qualitative Study, presentation. Miami University, Gender Discussion Group, Oxford, OH.

Kuvalanka, K. A. (2007, March). Coping with Heterosexism and Homophobia: Young Adults with Lesbian Parents Reflect on their Adolescence, presentation. Miami University, FSW 491D: Diversity Issues in Professional Practice, Oxford, OH.

Kuvalanka, K. A. (2007, March). Children with LGBT Parents: Research, Policy, and Practice. Miami University, FSW 491D: Diversity Issues in Professional Practice, Oxford, OH.

Kuvalanka, K. A. (2007, February). Children with LGBT Parents: Research, Policy, and Practice. Miami University, FSW 461: Marital Stress and Divorce, Oxford, OH.

Kuvalanka, K. A. (2005, August). LGBT Issues in Your Classroom workshop presentation. University of Maryland, Department of Family Studies, Graduate Student Instructors Workshop, College Park, MD

Kuvalanka, K. A. (2004, December). Discussion of How to Continue Making Social Justice a Part of Our Lives panel presentations. University of Maryland Intergroup Dialogue Panel Presentation, College Park, MD.

Kuvalanka, K. A. (2002, October). Discussion of Women’s Sexuality panel presentations. University of Maryland, Department of Sociology, College Park, MD.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Courses taught, Miami University, Oxford, OH: 

FSW 361 “Couple Relationships: Diversity and Change”


FSW 462/562 “Family Policy, Law, and Ethics”

FSW 498 “Critical Thinking about Family Relationships: LGBT People in Families”

Course taught, University of Maryland, College Park, MD:

FMST 105 “Individuals in Families”


FMST 332 “Children in Families”


FMST 383 “Delivery of Human Services to Families”

OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2003-2006
Instructor, Department of Family Studies, University of Maryland, College Park

2003-2005
Graduate Research Assistant, Preparing Future Faculty and Family Professionals Program, Department of Family Studies, University of Maryland, College Park

2002-2003
School Therapist, University Park Elementary School, University Park, MD

2000-2003
Graduate Research Assistant, Effective Black Parenting Program with Families in Head Start Project, Department of Family Studies, University of Maryland, College Park

1998-2000
Assistant Director, AmeriCorps Action for Children Today Program, National Association for Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies, Washington, DC

1997-1998
Program Coordinator, Parents United for Child Care, Boston, MA

1995-1997
AmeriCorps Leader, Action for Children Today Program, Parent United for Child Care, Boston, MA

1994-1995
Research Assistant, Aging & Cognition Laboratory, Department of Psychology, Brandeis University

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Attendee, An introduction to constructing grounded theory, Congress of Qualitative Inquiry, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, May 15, 2008. Trainer: Kathy Charmaz.
Attendee, Ungrounded theory: How to do it, undo it, do it to others, and say sorry, Congress of Qualitative Inquiry, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, May 15, 2008. Trainers: Ian Stronach and Heather Piper.
Attendee, Peer Review in Teaching, CELT Seminar, Miami University, March 4, 2008.

Attendee, Grant Proposal Workshop, Office for the Advancement of Research and Scholarship, Miami University, Fall 2007.

Member, Qualitative Research Writing Group, Interdisciplinary Faculty, Miami University, Fall 2006-present.

Member, Gender Discussion Group, Psychology Department, Miami University, Fall 2006-present.

INVITED EDITORIAL REVIEWER

Journal of Youth and Adolescence (2008)
Fathering (2008)
Developmental Psychology (2006-2007)

Journal of Family Issues (2005)

UNIVERSITY SERVICE ACTIVITIES

Member, Sexualities and Gender Studies Thematic Sequence/Minor Development Committee, Miami University, 2008-present

Faculty Advisor, Project Sunshine, Student Activities Group, Miami University, 2008-present

Member, MSW Program Committee, Department of Family Studies and Social Work, Miami University, 2008-present

Member, Personnel Committee, Department of Family Studies and Social Work, Miami University, 2008-present

Member, Governance Committee, School of Education, Health, & Society, Miami University, 2007-present

Member, Graduate Committee, Department of Family Studies and Social Work, Miami University, 2007-present

Member, President’s Commission on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Issues, University of Maryland, College Park, 2004-2006

Graduate Student Representative, University Honor Council, University of Maryland, College Park, 2004-2006

Graduate Student Member, Department Chair Review Committee, Department of Family Studies, University of Maryland, College Park, 2005

COMMUNITY/PROFESSIONAL SERVICE ACTIVITIES

Member, Editorial Board, Journal of GLBT Family Studies, 2008-present

Member, Program Committee, Qualitative Family Research Network, National Council on Family Relations (NCFR), 2007-present

Reviewer, Annual Conference Submissions, Student/New Professional Section, NCFR, 2007

Reviewer, Jesse Bernard Scholarship, Feminism and Family Studies Section, NCFR, 2006 & 2007

Reviewer, Annual Conference Submissions, Family Policy Section, NCFR, 2006

Consultant, Academic Research Review Committee, Children of Lesbians and Gays Everywhere (COLAGE), 2006-present

Member, Board of Directors, COLAGE, 2002-2007

Co-Chair, Board of Directors, COLAGE, 2002-2006

Program Chair, University of Maryland Council on Family Relations, College Park, 2002-2003

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

2002-present
National Council on Family Relations: Feminism and Family Studies Section, Family Policy Section, & GLBT Focus Group

2008-present
Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues
2002-2006
University of Maryland Council on Family Relations

2002-2004
American Association of Marriage and Family Therapy
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