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Dissertation  

Title: Education for Liberation as (an) African American Folk Theory 
Although there has been considerable research on just what might constitute education 
for liberation of African American people, rarely have we looked at the idea as an 
articulation of resistance “against” the imposition of the derogatory representations of 
African Americans in mainstream educational discourse. In this study, I contemplate the 
African American struggle for quality education as a struggle for identification in the 
context of the white racial/cultural hegemony of American education. Specifically, I 
conceptualize the dialectical tensions between margins/center, resistance/accommodation, 
faith/reason, and communal/individual as they are negotiated by a group of African 
American students, attending a predominately White university in the South.  
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“Deal with it we must: Education, social justice and the curriculum of hip hop culture. 
Equity and Excellence (Forthcoming, 2008).  
 
“Beyond all reason indeed: The pedagogical promise of critical race testimony.” Race, 
Ethnicity, and Education, (Forthcoming, 2008). 
 
“The oppressor within: A counterstory of race, repression and teacher reflection.” Urban Review, 
(Forthcoming, September, 2008). 
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“Linguistic Moments: Counterstories on Race, Lanugage and Education” co-authored with L. 
Brandon and T. Berry.  Educational Foundations, (Forthcoming, 2008). 
 
“The Fire Inside: A critical meditation on the importance of freedom dreams. Journal of 
Curriculum Theorizing, 22(3), pp. 7-26. 
 
“Rage in the Interests of Black Self: Curriculum Theorizing as Dangerous Knowledge.  
Journal of Curriculum Theorizing, 22(1), pp. 89-98. 

 



“Pedagogy Born of Struggle: From the Notebook of a Black Professor” a chapter in S. 
Hughes (Ed.) What We Still Don’t Know About Teaching Race: How to Talk about it in 
the Classroom. New York:  Edwin Mellen, 2006.  
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“Criminal Acts in the Name of Good Education.” Curriculum and Pedagogy, v2(1), 
pp.20-23, 2005. 
“When public performances go awry: rethinking Diversity through power, pedagogy, and 
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Performing Education:  Teaching, Reform, and Social Identities as Performances, (pp, 
127-48). Mawah, New Jersey: LEA, 2004. 
 
 “Who Does She think She Is?  Growing Up Nationalist and Ending Up Teaching Race in 
White Space,” Journal of Curriculum Theorizing,  v19 (3), pp. 25-38. 2003. And 
reprinted in   D. Cleveland (Ed.) A Long Way to Go: Perspectives from African American 
Faculty and Students in the Academy, (pp.---).  New York: Peter Lang, 2003 
“Advocacy education: Teaching, research and difference in higher education” in B. 
Ropers-Huilman (Ed.),  Gendered Futures in Higher Education, (pp.151-79). Albany, 
New York: SUNNY Press, 2003.  
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